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The Commerce of the East. 


We haye had frequent occasion to 
draw from the rich resources of Hunt’s 
Mercuants’ Macazine and Commer- 
cIaAL Review, of whose value to the 
men of commerce, and, indeed, to all 
other men who desire to keep abreast 
with the progress of general knowledge, 
we could scarcely speak with extrava- 
gance. It is now in the 42d volume of 
its history, having been established in 
July, 1839, by Freeman Hunt. How- 
ever large its circulation may now be, 
we would rejoice in its increase ; al- 
though, of course, we do not under- 
take to endorse all the sentiments to 
which it may give utterance. 


We give in this No. the substance of 
two articles published in that Maga- 
zine in January and February. 


Believing that commerce is the hand- 
maid of Christianity, and that her 
sanctified power is to contribute largely 
to the evangelization of the nations, 
we gladly avail ourselves of all oppor- 
tunities of adding to the information 
which our readers already possess re- 
specting these dark but populous coun- 
tries of the Hast. 


SINGAPORE, PENANG, AND SUMATRA: 
THEIR COMMERCE AND PRODUCTIONS. 


At the extremity of the Malay pe- 
ninsula, which forms the eastern coast 
of the Bay of Bengal, is situated a 
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: cluster of islands swhich separate the 


Indian Ocean from the China Sea. 
The passage between these islands and 
the main land is known as the Straits 
of Malacca, and is the great thorough- 
fare for ships of all nations trading be 
tween China and the Kast Indies. 
The most important of these islands is 
Singapore and Penang. This group of 
islands is quite distinct from the In- 
dian archipelago proper—the members 
of which are all situated south of the 
equator, and are under the Dutch pro- 
tectorate ; of these, Sumatra, is the 
chief. The Malacca group is much in- 
fested with Malay pirates, who inter- 
fere greatly with that development of 
commerce of which the islands are sus- 
ceptible under a strong and liberal go- 
vernment. 

The inhabitants, like most islanders, 
have strong nautical propensities, and 
the soil furnishes the most abundant 
crops of desirable articles of commerce, 
yet trade shrinks before the dangers 
that beset it in those unprotected seas. 
It is only of late years that the straits 
trade has become of general importance 
to American shipping. Formerly the 
Dutch influence was overshadowing in 
those waters, and the American flag 
was comparatively astranger. At that 
time Batavia, in Java, and Padang, on 
the coast of Sumatra, the point where 
the Dutch government sales of coffee 
are held, formed the destination of 
most American ships, and they were 
required to submit to the exactions of 
the Dutch government, which gene- 
rally influenced an adyance in prices on 
the occasion of their arrival. These 
ships, after completing their pepper 
purchases, would visit Singapore or 
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Pulo Penang, to invest the residue of 
their Spanish dollars in banca, tin, or 
spices ; and then, after recruiting her 
stores, would proceed on her long 
homeward-bound yoyage. 

Of late years a considerable change 
has taken place, both in the mode and 
in the magnitude of the trade; and 
this has been affected, to a considerable 
extent, by the gold discoveries in Aus- 
tralia and San Francisco, giving a new 
impulse to the trade of the Hast. The 
fine class of clipper-ships built for that 
trade, after discharging their outward 
cargoes at Melbourne or San Francisco, 
now proceed to Singapore for orders, 
and are generally taken up to proceed 
to Rangoon, Moulmein, or Akyab, to 
load rice for some European port. 
There are also desirable freights offer- 
ing to China and Siam since the latter 
has been opened to commerce. The 
trade between Singapore and Calcutta 
is mostly monopolized by the Penin- 
sula and Oriental line of steamers. 

Singapore, which is, from its com- 
manding position, the chief of the Ma- 
lacea group, is situated in latitute 1:17 
north, longitude 103 east, and was, in 
1818, established as a free port by Sir 
Stamford Ruffles. The harbor and 
roadstead are always well supplied 
with shipping. Of these, the Chinese 
junks are the most numerous. They 
come down from China during the 
northeast monsoon, and remain in port 
until the setting of the southwest mon- 
soon, when they return ; thus protract- 
ing the voyage nine months for the 
sake of a fair wind in both directions. 
The most extensive establishment on 
the island is that of the Peninsula and 
Oriental Steam Navigation Company, 
at New Harbor, four miles from the 
town, where they have considerable 
machine-shops and material for the use 
of the fleet of steamships, including a 
stock of coal averaging 15,000 tons. 
There are some considerable native 
establishments for the manufacture of 
Sago, tapioca, gambier, cocoa-nut oil, 
white pepper, &c. These are the 
principal staple products of the island, 
but it is also the depot for the mani- 
fold productions of the surrounding 
tropical islands. It, therefore, offers 
attractions not only for vessels seeking 
freight, but for those possessed of the 
requisite credits to purchase cargoes 
on owners’ account. “ Point de Galle,” 


at the island of Ceylon, was formerly 
much frequented by ships to await in- 
structions from owners. Its situation 
on the line of the overland mail route, 
by which orders could arrive in forty- 
eight days from home ports, made it a 
desirable rendezvous. The advantages 
of Singapore as a free port, and as the 
center of communication with all the 
Kast India and China houses, more 
than counterbalance the greater dis- 
tance of ten days at which it is placed ; 
since vessels there receiving orders to 
seek business, are already in the center 
of it. ‘This process of concentration, 
favored by the fact that no pilotage, 
import or export duties are exacted, 
has also attracted to Singapore the 
trade that formerly was enjoyed by 
the Dutch port of * Rhio,” on Bintang 
Island, and which is the principal re- 
sort of the Malay prahaus. 

Until within a very recent date the 
United States interest in the trade was 
not important. It consisted chiefly 
of some two or three eastern ship- 
owners who very successfully employed 
their capital ina sort of monopoly of 
the business. The apparent success of 
the operation drew large competition 
into it. The speculative year, 1857, 
witnessed the arrival of numbers of su- 
percargoes at Singapore, by the over- 
land route, without the indispensable 
knowledge of the Malay language, or 
of the details of the trade. This com- 
petition produced an active demand for 
produce on American account, raising 
prices, while dispatches from Europe, 
by the overland route, gave semi- 
monthly accounts of a growing depres- 
sion. The cost of many of these pur- 
chases was enhanced by the necessity 
of shipping in foreign bottoms to the 
United States, where the goods arrived 
in the time of the panic. The losses 
thus entailed were a severe blow to 
the nascent trade. It has, however, 
assumed such a general position as to 
promise the most important develop- 
ment in the future. 

The currency of Singapore is Spanish 
dollars. The leading importations from 
the United States are tobacco, clocks, 
brown drills, thirty inch pieces, of 
thirty yards—average value $48 per 
six hundred yards; sheetings, thirty- 
seven inch pieces, of forty yards—ave- 
rage $60 per eight hundred yards. 

There being, as we have said, no im- 
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port or export duties, the revenues are 
derived from selling the monopoly of 
Chinese opium, and of spirits. 

The Island of Pulo Penang was for- 
merly a Presidency of the East India 
Company. In certain localities it is 
exceedingly bracing and much fre- 
quented by residents of India seeking 
health. 
average breadth of eight miles.“ Mount 
McAlister” being the highest of its 
hill ranges, is elevated 2,500 feet. It 
is divided from the province “ Wel- 
lesly” by a narrow channel. 
and wet” seasons are not so distinctly 
marked as at other places in the Hast 
Indies. 

Penang derives its importance frem 
an unequaled freshness of climate, and 
from its being for many years the ob- 
ject of extensive cultivation of various 
spices and pepper, which business has 
of late been somewhat checked, atten- 
tion being paid to other productions, 
consisting of cocoa-nut oil, betel-nut, 
camphor, rice, tin, sugar, rattans, and 
dragons’ blood, which is extracted from 
the latterarticle. Boat-building is ex- 
tensively carried on by the Malays. 
Georgetown is on the eastern end of 
the island, the harbor being southeast 
ofit. The principal house of business 
in Penang is that of Revely & Co., 
American merchants, of which Mr. 


Currier is the head, and a gentleman | 


well known to the eastern travellers 
for his hospitality. 

The Island of “ Sumatra” is nine 
hundred miles long, and contains 460,- 
000 square miles, and many years since 


was a sort of “ American shipping” to | 


a much greater extent than it now is. 
Previous to the expiration ef the East 
India Company’s charter, who mono- 
polized the English trade of the island, 
forty American ships annually loaded 
at the various pepper ports. After 
that occurrence, the trade being open 
to all British ships, competition result- 
ed. The much regretted treaty be- 


tween Great Britain and Holland, in | 


which the former ceded all her settle- 
ments on the islands of Sumatra and 
Banca, has effectually reduced the com- 
merce of all nations on these islands, 
and in the principal ports the Dutch 
-limit the production of the two most 
important staples of the island. 

The ports open to commerce are 


It is sixteen miles long and of } 
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Acheen and Sambalang on the north 
end, Amalaboo, Padang, and Bencoolen 
on the west side; and Palembang on 
the east coast. The pepper ports are 
Delli, Langkat, Balu, China, Sirdang, 
and numerous smaller ones of less im- 
portance. 

The productions of Sumatra, in ad- 
dition to articles already enumerated, 
are beeswax, gambier, and camphor. 
Imports into Acheen and Langkat are 
of considerable importance, and consist 
in part of opium, salt, cloths, sarangs, 
European chintzes, and American dril- 
lings and sheetings. Their require- 
ments, owing to the immense popula- 
tion in the interior, are very large. 
The different races on this island are 
as follows:—Malays, Sampangs and 
Battaks, the latter somewhat inclined 
to cannibalism. Acheen was formerly 
the largest city in Sumatra, and had 
36,000 inhabitants. The population of 
the island is estimated at 400,000. 


The Indian Archipelago South of 
the Equator, 


DUTCH EXCLUSIVENESS AND RESTRIC- 
TIONS TO COMMERCE, 


Few parts of the world present a 
fairer field for American enterprise than 
the islands of the Indian Archipelago, for 
not only are they exceedingly rich in raw 
productions of the mostvaluable descrip- 
tion, but the natives being expensive 
in their tastes, and passionately addict- 
ed to commercial pursuits, have always 
displayed the greatest desire to ex- 
change their produce for the manufac- 
tures of a more civilized country, when- 
ever an opportunity has been offered 
them of so doing. 

These luxuriant islands were resorted 
to by American ships many years since, 
and a very lucrative trade carried on, 
their various productions being always 
in demand in China, to the ports of 
which the traffic then existing was at- 
tracted. The Indian Archipelago is in 
the direct track of our numerous Hast 
Indiamen, when prosecuting their yoy- 
ages to and from China by the Eastern 
Passage; and those tourists interested 
in the prosperity of our mercantile ma- 
rine,’ cannot but observe that these is- 
lands are of valuable importance to the 
commercial world; also that our access 
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to their many magnificent ports for 
commercial purposes would immea- 
surably benefit the multiplicity of 
American merchantmen now out of 
employment. 

The narrow-minded policy of the 
Dutch Government, who have success- 
fully aspired to atyrannical protectorate 
over this portion of the Hastern World 
is elucidated by their continued exer- 
cise of a miserable restraint over the 
productive and commercial capacity of 
these islands. Since our active connec- 
tion with the archipelago in 1830, suffi- 
cient time appears to have elapsed to 
suggest the exercise of our national in- 
fluence in obtaining the much desired 
privilege of trading at those ports from 
which we are now excluded. The Em- 
peror of Japan, whose territory is in 
the vicinity of the Eastern Archipelago, 
has of late been forcibly convinced 
that an unlimited intercourse with the 
world was in the present age impera- 
tive. Had the same measures been ex- 
tended to the prevailing powers of the 
neighboring islands in question, the in- 
terest of the commercial world would 
have been promoted to a greater ex- 
tent, and a valuable consideration for 
the outlay of an expedition would at 
once have been realized. 

The American trade formerly exist- 
ing among these islands, although re- 
munerative, was conducted under great 
disadvantages, from the possession of 
no settlements where public influence 
could have been acquired. In 1832, 
a government agent, attached to the 
United States ship Peacock, was em- 
ployed in visiting these islands, and 
the neighboring countries in Asia, for 
the purpose of making arrangements 
by which our merchants could carry 
on a traffic; and many of the most in- 
significant ports were visited also by a 
small naval force, which then gave en- 
couragement to our traders. Since 
that period, however, no protection or 
inducement to our commerce has been 
rendered in this part of the world. 

When the treaty of 1824, now exist- 
ing, was confirmed, the English Go- 
vernment abandoned their settlements 
and right to trade at any port in the 
Archipelago south of the equator to 
the Dutch Government, whose pre- 
vailing policy has since been to main- 
tain exclusive relations, and by pro- 
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hibitory laws to restrict any other na- 
tion the privilege of trading. Since 
the year 1835, where American ship- 
masters haye attempted an independent 
trade, their vessels in some instances 
have been confiscated. 

The western division of the archipe- 
lago has greatly suffered from Dutch 
monopoly, and in some instances the 
inhabitants exterminated, on account 
of resistance made to the tyranny of 
their oppressors. The larger islands 
have never been completely subdued, 
though the Dutch, when at the zenith 
of their power, were enabled with the 
aid of their naval force to effectually 
attempt to repress any attempt at in- 
dependent commerce. 

They have not hesitated to exert 
their influence in ruining the commer- 
cial prosperity of those countries over 
which, by right, they have no control, 
and in which the brayery of the na- 
tives has prevented them from gaining 
a footing. Possessing an insignificant 
force, but superior to that of any of 
the native States, they have been 
forced to content themselves with de- 
stroying the countries which they can- 
not conquer. This system has most 
unaccountably been permitted without 
the slightest remonstrance of our go- 
vernment, or that of any other. 

Among the few independent native 
States political commotions often oc- 
cur, entailing great misery on them- 
selves, and has a very injurious effect. 
They have no disinterested arbitrating 
power to whom they can appeal in 
cases of dispute; consequently deci- 
sions are arrived at by war. Were 
they to apply to the Dutch as arbi- 
trators, their application would result 
in the infliction of ruinous commercial 
treaties. 

The commercial spirit and desire for 
improvement manifested by natives of 
all denominations, aided by a well-es- 
tablished intercourse with any foreign 
power, entertaining no illiberal desire 
to keep them ina state of ignorance, ‘ 
would soon work an extraordinary and 
beneficial change. 

* From the writer’s observation and 
experience, he has no doubt that, 
under ordinary circumstances, the na- 
tives of the Indian Archipelago would 
speedily attain a degree of civilization 
which would prove their natural intel- 
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lectual powers to be at least equal to 
those individuals who gratuitously en- 
deayor to represent them in the cha- 
racter of an inferior order of beings. 

The pernicious influence exercised 
by that European power, which has so 
long kept these numerous nations, be- 
longing to one of the very finest por- 
tions of the globe, in a state of moral 
and political degradation, appears to 
be gradually disappearing. 

Since the establishment of the Bri- 
tish settlement of Singapore, the pre- 
sent freedom of commerce enjoyed at 
that place has attracted a greater part 
of the native trade of these islands, and 
the large traffic formerly carried on by 
junks between Batavia and China has 
© totally ceased. The Dutch, to endea- 
vor to regain this trade, established 
the free port of Rhio, situated but a 
short distance from Singapore, but ap- 
parently without success, the business 
of Rhio remaining limited to its inter- 
colonial trade with Batavia. It is suf 
ficiently established that Rhio, as a 
free port, requires other inducements 
than the abolishment of harbor dues 
to attract the native trade. A govern- 
ment monopoly in any branch of com- 
merce has proven inconsistent with 
free trade, and driven the natives of 
these islands to Singapore, where a 
liberal competition for their produce 
always exists. 

The Arroe islands, in lat. 7° 06’ S., 
and long. 234° 20° E., about 300 miles 
from the northeast coast of Australia, 
are a closely packed group, and extend 
over a space of 100 miles in length and 
between 40 and 50 miles in breadth. 
Not being supposed by the Dutch to 
possess spice trees, they have been 
comparatively unmolested by them, and 
are in a tolerable state of cultivation, 
while the neighboring island of Ceram, 
with several others in the vicinity, in 
which the spirit of the natives has 
been broken by grievous oppression of 
the Dutch, are dependent on their 
more fortunate neighbors for their sup- 
ply of provisions. Ceram formerly 
produced nutmegs and cloves sponta- 
neously, until extirpated by their pre- 
sent rulers, who have established set- 
tlements on each of them. The Tre- 
pang, or sea slug, when cured, is an 
article of great consumption in China, 
where it is much used as a delicacy of 
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the table; and pearl oysters exist on 
the sand banks surrounding these is- 
lands. 

The Dutch have seven settlements 
in the eastern part of the archipelago 
—Macassar on the south end, and Mo- 
nado on the north end of Celebes; 
Ternate in the Moluccas: Amboyna 
and Banda in the spice islands ; Bimah 
on the north coast of Sumbawa; and 
Coepang on the north coast of Timor. 
The remainder of the Dutch settle- 
ments comprise the island of Java ; 
Palembang, Bencoolen, and Padang, in 
Sumatra; Banjar Massin, Sambas, and 
Pontinak, in Borneo; Rhio, near Sin- 
gapore, and Minto on the island of 
Banca. 

These, with the Portuguese settle- 
ments of Diety, on the northwest coast 
of Timor, the Spanish settlements on 
the Philippines, and Singapore, form 
the sum total of European settlements 
in the archipelago. 

The island of Celebes is in the form 
of five peninsulas, and has an extent ot 
sea coast equal to the whole Atlantic 
coast of the United States, on which 
there are the Dutch ports of Macassar, 
Monido and Kema. Of these, Macas- 
sar and Kema are free. The Bugis, a 
race whose native country is Celebes, 
bear a strong personal resemblance to 
the Malays, but in honesty, energy of 
character, and general conduct, they 
are far superior. They are deservedly 
praised for their upright character in 
commercial transactions, greater re- 
liance being placed on their word by 
those who are acquainted with the na- 
tive character, than on the most sacred 
oaths taken by the natives of Bengal 
and Coromandel. They are the chief 
and almost sole carriers of the archipe- 
lago, collecting the produce of the va- 
rious islands, and taking it to a mar- 
ket. 

Amboyna is the capital of the spice 
islands, which consist of Ceram, Am- 
blam, Bouro and Banda; their prin- 
cipal products being spices, sago and 
indigo. These islands, with the Mo- 
lucca group, have dwindled into insig- 
nificance, owing to the rapacious pro- 
tectorate power governing them. . 

The island of Sumbawa is 180 miles 
long and 50 miles wide. At the east- 
ern end of the island the Dutch have a 
small fortification, at the port of Bi- 
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mah. The principal exports of this 
island are teak, timber and horses. 

Timor is 800 miles long by 45 miles 
wide, and is extremely fertile. The 
Dutch exercise a feeble rule over the 
western extremity of this island, of 
which the productions are beeswax 
sandal wood, gum benzoin, ambergris, 
rice and horses. An extensive trade 
with other eastern ports has for many 
years existed at this island. 

Flores is 200 miles long by 50 miles 
wide. The Dutch settlement on this 
island is Fort Pota. The productions 
are cotton, rice, sulphur, saltpeter and 
sandal wood. 

Gillolo, one of the Molucca group, is, 
with the exception of Celebes, the 
largest island of the archipelago, and 
contains an area of 6,600 square miles. 
The Dutch settlements are the ports 
of Ternate and Tidor. The entire 
island is much under their influence ; 
its productions are very numerous, and 
a lucrative trade might be carried on 
but for the prevailing restrictions. 

Lombock is 53 miles long by 40 miles 
wide, and is well cultivated and popu- 
lous. This island has never been 
brought to Dutch subjection; many 
attempts have been made to force al- 
legiance to the Governor-General of 
Netherlands India, but without suc- 
cess. 

The Serawitti group consists of nine 
islands, and are mostly inhabited, their 
productions being similar to the other 
islands, with the addition of pearl and 
tortoise shell, the former being found 
in large quantities. 

Banca is 120 miles long, and its 
whole productions consist of tin, ebony 
and beeswax. The government atten- 
tion is devoted to the tin mines, the 
ore af whieh is obtained by washing 
the soil in the same manner as is adapt- 
ed by the gold miners of California. 

Billeton island produces a consider- 
able amount of tin, the mines having 
been opened by the Dutch in 1850. 

Madura is also controlled by the 
Dutch. This island is 90 miles long 
and 17 miles wide. 

. The island of Borneo bears the same 
relation to Eastern India that the con- 
tinent of America bears to Europe, 
being a country in which the various 
tribes inhabiting the further East may 
find a refuge from religious persecu- 
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tion, or escape the disadvantages of an 
over-population of the mother country. 
The coasts of the island are inhabited 
by several nations, totally unconnected 
with each other. The west coast is 
occupied by Malays; the northwest 
coast by half-caste natives of India; 
the north part by Cochin-Chinese ; 
south coast by Bugese and Dyaks. If 
an opinion may be formed of the capa- 
bilities of the unknown parts of Bor- 
neo, from those of the western portion 
of this island, it would appear that no 
country m the world can compete 
with it ; since the districts occupied by 
the Dutch and the Chinese, in addition 
to the possession of a soil which vies 
in richness with that of any other is- 
land in the archipelago, contain inex , 
haustible mines of gold and diamonds, 
which are so easily wrought that the 
inhabitants are enabled to procure con- 
siderable quantities of both with the 
most inefticient implements. The 
Chinese, being much addicted to min- 
ing speculations, established themselves 
in those parts of the island in which 
gold dust and diamonds were most 
readily procured, which are the dis- 
stricts of Montradok and Sambas. 

The present state of the extensive 
Chinese colony of Pontinak, on the 
west coast of Borneo, affords another 
example of the Dutch system in the 
archipelago, They here prohibit any 
foreign commercial intercourse. Were 
these obstacles removed, a trade ex- 
ceeding a million of dollars might be 
done with this port alone. Ver'y slight 
exertions on the part of the American 
government would be sufficient to effect 
this most desirable object, for were 
the Dutch authorities at Batavia 
merely informed that any further at- 


} tempt on their part to prevent our 


commercial intercourse with Pontinak 
would be resented as an act of hos- 
tility, the iniquitous system would be _ 
discontinued. 

Among the numerous articles of 
commerce produced at the islands of 
this archipelago may be enumerated 
beche de mer, Buffato horns and hides, 
pearl shell, dye woods, camphor, san- 
dal wood, spices and tortoise shell. In 
all the countries belonging to this 
archipelago in which the natives have 
a predilection for agricultural employ- 
ment, the government is found to be 
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more substantial than in those States 
in which the natives abandon them- 
selves to marine adventure. The pi- 
rates formerly infesting this neighbor- 
hood are from the islands of Lingin, 
Mindano and Sumatra. 

It is to be hoped some efforts may 
soon be directed towards the attain- 
ment of ordinary trading privileges 
with this archipelago. The United 
States, by extending its commerce in 
these rich and fertile countries, would 
not only improve their own resources, 
but would so materially assist the 
natives in their attempts to rise from 
their present miserable condition. 

Al Dt 
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interesting Letter from Japan. 
By Rev. V. D. Coxtutns. 


Passage from Honolulu to Japan—Har- 
bor of Hakodadi—Foreign Officials, and 
Residents—Foreign Trade—Government 
—Civilization—Prostitution—Influence 
of Commerce, without Christianity—Reli- 
gious opinions of the Japanese—Budd- 
list LTemples—Burials—Visit to Nico- 
laifsky—Navigation of the Amoor— 
Rum not wanted—Russian Progress— 
Return to Hakodadt. 

Haxopant, Japan, Aug. 3, 1859. 
Rey. C. S. Damon—Derar Sir:— 
According to promise, I embrace the 


earliest opportunity to senda few lines’ 


to you per “ Louis Perry,’ which has 
just arrived here, on her way to San 
Francisco. I shall not attempt a fine 
letter, but a running account of where 
I have been, and what I have seen, 
since I left the S. Islands, leaving par- 
ticulars for another occasion. 

I left Honolulu, you remember, in 
the bark Melita, Capt. Wm. Polleys, 
on the 19th of April last. After get- 
ting clear of the islands, we steered a 
little S. of W. in order to keep the 
trades ; and when in 160 W. L. chang- 
ed te N. W., making the Japanese coast 
in 40 N. L. on the 23d day out. We 
sighted several long, low, uninhabited 
islands on our way. After reaching 
coast of Japan, we had light variable 
winds and pleasant weather. I doubt 
whether any coast in the world ex- 
ceeds in beauty that along which we 
sailed, day after day. In the back 
ground, were the summits of lofty 


mountains covered with snow, while 
their slopes and valleys towards the 
sea, were crowded thick with dark 
forests, or dressed in living green. A 
large number of towns and villages 
were scattered along the coast, but 
they made but a sorry appearance, as 
the houses were low and unpainted, 
forming scarcely any contrast with the 
shore. In the morning, large numbers 
of junks would venture out from the 
coast, but at sundown, or when the 
sky threatened, would make for the 
land. After sighting land were some 
ten days in reaching Hakodadi, owing 
to calms and light winds, but with 
most lovely weather. We found no 
current setting to the northward as 
generally reported, though we had ex- 
cellent opportunities for observation. 
Over thirty whales were seen during 
our yoyage along the Japanese coast, 
several not one hundred yards from the 
vessel. On entering the Straits of Sau- 
gar we fell.in with quite a fleet of 
junks, bound, like ourselves, for Ha- 
kodadi. On ourright, at the entrance 
of Volcano bay, a mountain was feebly 
smoking, while to the 8. W., the shore 
of Nippon was plainly seen. On clear 
days one can easily see across the straits 
at Hakodadi—being not more than fif- 
teen or twenty miles wide. ‘The en- 
trance to the bay of Hakodadi is about 
four miles wide, while the harbor ex- 
tends some five miles inland, and for 
accessibility and safety is one of the 
finest in the world. 

Harpor or Haxopapi.—It was 
nightfall when we made the high pro- 
montory at the inner base of which is 
Hakodadi, so that it was after mid- 
night when our anchor was let go amid 
hundreds of junks in the harbor. Harly 
the next morning, I was awakened by 
the songs of the half-naked Japanese 
boatmen, who were crossing the harbor 
in different directions. On going on 
deck, a novel and picturesque scene 
was spread out before me. About two 
hundred junks and three Russian war 
steamers were at anchor near by, a 
magnificent amphitheater of hills and 
mountains extending all around, while ~ 
on the southern side of the bay, the 
town nestled amid groves of fir and 
cypress, on the opposite side being fish- 
ing villages, and in the distance, a vol- 
cano. 
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Returnep Japanuse.—About seven 
o'clock, the Custom-house officers came 
on board, each man carrying two 
swords, and dressed very neatly, ac- 
cording to Japanese ideas. After dis- 
patching all necessary business, our 
Captain informed the officials that he 
had brought as passenger, from San 
Francisco, Toro, a Japanese, who had 
been shipwrecked some years ago, in 
company with Joseph Heco and others. 
All the way from San Francisco Toro 
had been in doubt as to his reception 
—whether a sort of lion, having tra- 
veled in foreign parts, or to lose his 
head for having left his native land. 
When ordered to enter the cabin, he 
trembled all over and prostrated him- 
self before the officials, nor did he dare 
to rise until told to do so. After 
stating his case, he was taken ashore 
under charge of officers, and all his 
clothing, American presents, curiosities, 
&e., &e., together with some six hun- 
dred dollars silver, were taken posses- 
sion of by the Government. I saw 
him a day afterwards at the govern- 
ment office, when he entered the room 
on his hands and knees, clothed in Ja- 
panese costume, and his hair turned 
up, ready to be dressed in the Nippon 
style. I have often inquired after Toro 
—as we became well acquainted on 
board ship—but have never learned his 
fate. A Japanese official told me, how- 
ever, that he had been sent south to 
his home, according to request, and I 
think it probable, but these officials 
are not truthful. I would state here, 
that Joseph Hecko has arrived at Ka- 
nagawa, and is employed by our Minis- 
ter, Mr. Harris, in some capacity. 

Crry or Haxopap1.—On going ashore 
at Hakodadi, I was struck with the so- 
lidity of the sea wall, built of hewn 
stone, and arranged with special refe- 
rence to receiving and unloading cargo 
with lighters. Most of the large com- 
mercial houses are situated on a street 
running parallel with the shore, and 
thus extend back to this wall—there 
being no street fronting the water. 
The street of H. are generally narrow, 
without sidewalks, but clean, with 
open sewers on each side, where all the 
filth of the town isthrown. They sel- 
dom haye fall enough to drain the 
water, and the consequence is, that the 
odor arising therefrom, especially in 
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summer, is anything but healthy or 
agreeable. The principal street is 
about two miles long, filled with all 
sorts of shops—the owners, dwelling 
in the rear, or over head. In fact, 
Hakodadi is a town of shops, where 
are found, among other things, coarse 
thick cotton goods, crapes, silks, com- 
mon earthen and china ware, lacquered 
bowls, cups, stands, boxes, chop sticks, 
cheap cutlery, ready made clothing, 
sandals of wood and rice straw, articles 
of worship, glass ware, paper hangings, 
copper ware, books, stationery, articles 
of vertu, &c., besides rice, wheat, bar- 
ley, pulse, dried fish, sea-weed, tea, 
salt, sugar, saki, soy, charcoal, eggs, 
sweet potatoes, flour, preserved fruits, 
candies, cakes, tobacco, pipes, &e. I 
cannot stop, however, to describe the 
town, as it is well done, in the main, 
in Commodore Perry’s book. I have 
been in a great many Japanese houses, 
broken bread with the families—that 
is, taken rice, tea, and cakes, and tried 
to see all I could. ‘There is a general 
air of neatness but nakedness in all 
native houses, for they have little or 
no furniture of any kind; and were it 
not for the neat mats, the paper hang- 
ings, and the little oratories for wor- 
ship, the rooms would be quite empty. 
Few of the houses—generally built of 
pine—have yards or any out-of-door 
conveniences, the water-closets, &c., 
being at the front door, over the 
sewers, or no-where in particular. 

Foreign Orriciats and Resrpents. 
—The town is rapidly improving. 
Many new houses are being built, espe- 
cially in the suburbs. Of public im- 
provements, the Governor’s house and 
Fort, and the Russian Consulate, em- 
bracing residence, office, church, hos- 
pitals, &c., are the chief—all of which 
I should like to describe, but have not 
space—also the ship-yard, where seve- 
ral schooners have been built, after 
American models. 

At the present time, there are not 
many foreign residents in Hakodadi. 
Among them may be mentioned the 
Russian Embassy, consisting of Consul 
and wife, Physician and wife, Secre- 
tary, Priest; American Commercial 
Agent, Mr. Rice; Capt. Fletcher and 
wife, Messrs. Bates (Physician), Smith 
(Merchant), Stephenson, and two or 
three others. - Messrs. Fletcher and 
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Smith are the only foreigners perma- 
nently located here in business. At 
the present time nearly all foreigners 
occupy either temple buildings, or 
temporary dwellings on sacred ground. 
The authorities are anxious to locate 
foreigners out of town, but the Ameri- 
cans object, and justly. 

Forrren Trape.—In regard to busi- 
ness operations here, I do not profess 
to be sufficiently acquainted, to give a 
just opinion. It will be a long time 
before Japanese will get into the habit 
of using or consuming foreign articles. 
The great mass of the people are very 
poor, and at present live on two or 
three cents per day ; besides, the coun- 
try has ingenuity and resources enough 
to manufacture almost any thing 
brought here. Since the new treaty 
went into effect on the 4th of July 
last, just one month ago, there has 
been greater freedom to foreigners in 
the way of trade, as foreign silver has 
been taken by weight in all the shops ; 
still the people are shy in all other re- 
spects, and [ do not wonder. Already 
there have been so many displays of 
depravity in the way of drunkenness, 
fights and licentiousnees, that foreign 
morals stand very low—but of this by 
and by. During the present season 
some thirty-five whalers have been in 
here, besides about thirty-five other 
foreign vessels—Russians, Dutch and 
English men-of-war, and American mer- 
chantmen. There are usually about 
two hundred junks in the harbor. Of 
course, the chief business done here by 
foreigners is in supplying the foreign 
shipping with provisions and in buying 
cargo. Persons here buying cargo, 
provisions, &¢., complain of high prices, 
Japanese duplicity, slowness and gene- 
ral yexation—but some of these things 
it is hoped will be remedied in time. 
Unless somebody turns their attention 
to supplying the shipping with meat, 
vegetables, &c., whalers declare that 
they will not return again—but they 
will. 

No Pusiic Marxet.—Although Ha- 
kodadi contains over 6,000 inhabitants 
there is no such thing as a public mar- 
ket, where perishable articles are sold; 
not even a pound of meat any where 
to be found, it being against tho reli- 
gion of the country to kill animals. It 
is certainly surprising that a country 


so wonderfully rich in soil, climate’ 
labor, &c., should be so poor off for the 
necessaries of life. This is owing, of 
course, chiefly to the religion and 
habits of the people, the former pro- 
hibiting the taking of animal life, while 
fish, rice, sea-weed and tea constitute 
the leading articles of consumption, at 
least in the North. I find I am get- 
ting my letter longer than I anticipa- 
ted, and must pass over many items, in 
order to get to my journey’s end. It 
is impossible for a person unacquainted 
with the language of a people, and who 
has been but a few weeks among them, 
to judge truly of their interior and 
social life, or of the spirit of their in- 
stitutions. Nothing has vexed me 
more than to see thousands of native 
books, and to come in contact with in- 
telligent men, and yet be unable to 
learn scarcely anything. I shall speak, 
therefore, mostly of those things which 
I have observed, as I have walked in 
the streets and country, or been in 
their dwellings, schools, temples, feasts, 
&c. I would simply say in reference 
to the Government, that it seems ab- 
solutely despotic, and preserves its 
power by a system of checks, that is, 
of strict surveillance and mutual responsi- 
bility among all classes. Where there 
are such strict laws, regulating every 
act of life, without any freedom, or 
foreign intercourse, there must be ge- 
neral order, quietness, obedience. 
Civinization.—There has been a 
great deal written in regard to the 
civilization of Japan, and I think the 
matter has been over-stated; yet I 


doubt whether ordinary commercial 


intercourse would be an advantage. 
For a people so isolated, they are cer- 
tainly very remarkable. But I can- 
not particularize, as the subject is well 
discussed in Perry’s Expedition. In 
regard to the physical condition of the 
people, I have seen no absolute want, 
unless the beggars at the gates of the 
temples prove it, because rice and fish 
constitute the main support, which are 
very cheap ; but I have seen thousands 
whose lives were not much above the 
cattle about them. The extremes of 
happiness and misery are seen more in 
some other countries than here ; and 
if we leave out the elements of general 
knowledge, freedom and Christianity, 
certainly the Japanese are to be en- 
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vied. The inhabitants of Yesso are 
superior, physically, to those of Nip- 
pon. I have never seen finer looking 
men and women; and as the men, at 
work in summer, wear nothing but a 
narrow band of cotton around the loins, 
while in the bath-houses, both sexes 
are entirely nude, the opportunities for 
observation are many. The Japanese 
never bathe if they can help it in the 
sea; but have bath-houses, something 
like those in Turkey, supplied with hot 
and cold water. There are four of 
these bath-houses in Hakodadi for the 
common people, and in the afternoons 
they are crowded with men, women 
and children, rubbing and scrubbing 
each other with great gusto. To a for- 
eigner it is a very disgusting sight. 
Indeed I have never seen so great a 
lack of modesty in both sexes, (but I 
cannot particularize,) as here in Japan, 
and I have seen many strange coun- 
tries. 

Prostirution.—W hile I am showing 
the dark sides of Japanese life, let me 
exhibit that which is gloomiest of all, 
though more highly favored nations 
exhibit nearly the same, if not worse. 
There is one portion of Hakodadi, the 
best built, (and which is illustrated in 
Perry’s Expedition,) which is devoted 
to prostitution, where I have counted 
fifteen large houses built for this spe- 
cial purpose, filled with. young girls. 
And while many hindrances have been 
placed in the way of foreigners, in a 
business point of view, the Govern- 
ment erected for their convenience and 
patronage, an immense house of prosti- 
tution, in fact the largest in the city, 
and it is now being extended. I will 
venture to say, without fear of contra- 
diction, that the Government has re- 
ceived a larger revenue by prostituting 
females to foreigners than by any other 
single source of foreign revenue, all, I 
was going to say, put together. I 
need not assure you that this place is 
extensively patronized by American, 
Russian and English seamen and others, 
and is, the worst held in Hakodadi. One 
day, on board a vessel in the harbor in 
company with a Japanese interpreter, 
I was speaking with him in regard to 
Buddhism. Among other things, he 
said, “ Our priests teach us that there 
is a hell in the world of spirits, but we 
have hells enough there,” pointing to 
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the tea-houses in sight. Licentiousness 
is the crying sinof Japan. It pervades 
its literature, and is illustrated on the 
finest paper with engravings printed 
in gold, silver and the richest colors, 
down to the coarse out-line cuts for 
sailors and boors. It is written also 
on the bodies of many of the people, 
where disease shows itself even on 
little children, as at the Sandwich Is- 
lands. Every evening of the year, 
these houses of prostitution, called tea- 
houses by certain letter-writers too 
modest or designing to be truthful, are 
open. 

INFLUENCE OF COMMERCE WITHOUT 
CuristTraniry.—There are Americans 
here who feel outraged at the existence 
of the American tea-house, as it is called, 
since it is not only a deep disgrace to 
that name, but it is diseasing and rot- 
ting our seamen. No one can estimate 
the influence which this house has 
made on the public opinion of the Ja- 
panese in regard to the morals of for- 
eigners; and sure am I, no teachers of 
Christianity will make much progress 
here while these things continue, and 
where Satan has so much the start, 
aided by thousands of men who know 
so well “the way that leadeth unto 
life.” It is all very well for letter- 
writers, and mere money-makers, to 
tell how to christianize Japan, how 
commerce is to do it, how foreign ex- 
ample is to do it, how each merchant, 
seaman and official is to be a sort of 
latent missionary, &c., but, alas, where 
was it ever done? Besides, commerce 
introduces evil as well as good, and ex- 
hibits vice as well as virtue. The Ja- 
panese understand this, and fear it ; 
their opium is strictly prohibited, and 
spirits pay very high duties; in real 
fact, they want no foreign commerce. 
My opinion is, Christian missions would 
make great progress in all the opened 
ports of Japan, would foreigners but 
sustain such missions by their example, 
but otherwise they should be located 
elsewhere, which at present cannot be 
done. Not speaking Japanese, I can- 
not learn how the people regard Chris- 
tianity ; but I have seen no outward 
manifestation of dislike. I have been 
a great deal with the Priests, in their 
dwellings, temples, and at burials, have 
showed them the Scriptures where the 
life and passion of our Saviour were il- 
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lustrated in the manger, in the temple 
and on the cross, but I have never seen 
the slightest manifestation of hatred. 
Besides, there are two foreign burying- 
grounds near Hakodadi, one belonging 
to the Greek church and the other 
Protestant, where religious ceremonies 
have always been highly respected, and 
the graves regarded as sacred, though 
over many crosses are erected. The 
Russians have a small church, even the 
first erected since the persecution in 
1643, surmounted by crosses, and stand- 
ing on sacred ground in the shade of a 
great Sintoo Temple. So faras I have 
noticed, the Japanese are an inquisi- 
tive, progressive people, desirous of 
knowledge, having many schools and 
books, and if Christian scholars, men of 
prudence and independence, came here 
and taught the youth of Japan science 
and virtue, backed by a true life, they 
would undoubtedly succeed. 
Rexicious Opinions oF THE JAPa- 
nrese.—The peole do not belong to any 
one faith, there being three leading re- 
ligions. There is first, the ancient re- 
ligion of the country (much like Ro- 
manism,) where the sun-goddess is the 
supreme object of worship, while there 
are many inferior ones, called Kami, 
who are canonized or deified men. By 
these, and the spiritual Emperor—the 
Maikado, who live at Miyako, the 
Rome of Japan—as mediators, prayers 
are offered to the supreme divinity, 
who is too holy to be approached in 
any other way. Formerly, there were 
no images in the temples of the ancient 
religion, but Buddhism has modified 
the worship. Indeed, in Hakodadi, 
the chief object before which they 
worship is a polished mirror, while the 
niches of their temples are filled with 
yotive tablets and offerings of different 
kinds. The aboye is called the Ortho- 
doz or Catholic faith ; but it has not so 
many followers, such fine temples, nor 
such a splendid ritual as the second, or 
eclectic, wherein Buddhism is the lead- 
ing element. A learned Japanese told 
me that Buddhism was introduced from 
China, probably Corea, over one thou- 
sand years ago. Very few of the in- 
telligent or leading minds of Japan 
hold to either of these religions, though 
they pay outward deference to them, 
for the sake of the hold it gives them 
on the popular mind. They profess to 
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follow philosophy, which insists upon 
purity of life, uprightness, politeness, 
good government and peace of con- 
science. Weare told that those who 
follow these principles despise the ido- 
latries of the country ; and that dur- 
ing the persecution they were suspect- 
ed of favoring Christianity. Of course, 
on all these points it is hard to learn 
the truth, since all classes fear each 
other and the government. 

Buppuist Tempie.—tThere are three 
large temples devoted to Buddhism, 
and two to the ancient religion in H. 
The largest Buddhist temple is called 
the “Country’s Protector,’ and was 
built some thirty years ago by the 
people, and is really an ornament to 
the town. The carving about the 
altars, niches and cornice, of cranes, 
dragons, tortoises and phoenixes is in 
fine taste, while the whole interior ar- 
rangement is highly striking to a Chris- 
tian mind. ‘The high peaked roof is 
covered by fine tiles, and the ends of 
the beams, pillars and posts of the 
building, wherever exposed, are mount- 
ed with copper. The altar has a great 
display of emblems in bronze, brass, 
gilt and paper, representing Buddha, 
lotus flowers, &c., while the burning 
candles, if there be worship, the smok- 
ing incense, the striking of drums, the 
ringing of bells, the inarticulate prayers 
of the shorn priests in robes, the re- 
sponses of the kneeling multitude, who 
rub and count their beads as they 
pray,.all struck me as strange, and yet 
wondrous like what I have seen in 
Brazil. Ihave often attended worship 
at these temples early in the morning 
and the afternoon. Sometimes dis- 
courses are delivered, at other times 
only prayers are offered, but the devo- 
tee never leaves the temple. without 
depositing a little money, as an offer- 
ing, as there are boxes at the entrance. 
You enter the temple in your stocking 
feet, as no house in Japan is entered in 
any other way. At the gates or steps 
of the temple, a few beggars are con- 
egregated to ask alms. All the temples 
have extensive grounds adjoining, oc- 
cupied by oratories, gardens, dwellings 
for the priests and cemeteries. One 
will hardly ever enter temple grounds 
without seeing little children at play, 
or nursing those younger, always hap- 
py, always singing or crying out, “you 
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American or Russian ?” as you pass. 
I have sometimes thought that wor- 
shippers in the temples, as in Christian 
lands, were not very devout. I have 
hardly ever entered a temple without 
attracting worshippers to my person, 
to examine my dress, hat, boots, &c. 
One day I had been showing the power 
of an opera glass in one of the stores 
to some men, and in the course of the 
day, visited a temple during worship. 
In a few minutes a couple of worship- 
pers came to me, and by signs proposed 
to try the opera glass, which they had 
seen elsewhere, on a row of priests 
who were praying and pounding away 
on drums, to awaken the drowsy god. 
Besides beads, drums, bells, &c., to as- 
sist in praying, I have seen the priests 
hold up their prayer-books, and rapidly 
turn the leaves before the face of the 
dumb idol; while in the grave-yards 
are seen iron wheels, or in other words, 
praying machines. 

Burrars.—The dead are generally 
burned, the ashes collected, and buried 
in jars in the cemeteries. -The corpse 
is prepared for burning, by being placed 
in a sitting posture, in a sort of cask, 
which is then headed up. The cask is 
then placed in a sedan, and carried to 
some temple, where a temporary altar 
is erected, on which cakes of rice and 
flour, dishes with incense and candles, 
paper lotus leaves and flowers are plac- 
ed, while behind rests the sedan or 
bier; and as the smoke of incense 
ascends and the candles burn, the 
priests, sometimes a dozen in number, 
beat their bells and hurry through 
their prayers, the mourners and friends 
kneeling near in their richest attire, 
mostly white. After the service is 
over, the body is hurried to the place 
of burning, men taking turns in carry- 
ing the bier, while the company hasten 
on as best they may. Having arrived 
at the place of burning, a priest offers 
a few prayers, the cask is placed on a 
few blocks of pine, others being piled 
around and over it with shavings, when 
the nearest relatives and friends, light- 
ing the lotus leaves and flowers, fire 
the funeral pile. When this act is 
performed, I have seen the same grief 
exhibited, as when, in other lands, the 
cold clods rattle on the coffin. During 
all this time, all present are audibly 
praying; but as soon as the flame 


burns fresh all leave the place, save | 


the fireman. On one occasion I re- 
mained with him, and while he ex- 


amined my clothing and an old silk | 


umbrella, [ sat gazing at the strange 
scene before me. 
were sleeping nine American seamen 
beneath their humble head-stones, on 
which were traced the kind epitaphs 
of shipmates, near by a heathen temple 
with its immense idol god and cemetery 
of gathered dust, while before me, 
another body was being reduced, 
“ashes to ashes, dust to dust.” The 
wind was blowing fresh at the time, 
making the flame roar and lap around 
the body ofthe dead. Hoop after hoop 
snapped, when suddenly the heads of 
the cask gave way, and the corpse 
stretched itself on the burning pile. 
I called the old man’s attention to the 
horrid sight; and while he hastened 
to throw around the blackened body 
the burning faggots I hastened away. 

I should like to give you a sketch 
of the amusements of the people, 
their theatrical entertainments, wire 
dancers and wrestlers; of my trips 
into the country to the lead and silver 
mines, of Japanese agriculture and of 
the schools, &¢., but I really have not 
space, besides I wish to say something 
about the Amoor river, &e. 

After spending nearly a month in 
Hakodadi, I left in the Melita for Nico- 
laifsky, on the 19th of June. 

Visrr Niconairsky.—The town of 
Nicolaifsky is situated some twenty- 
five mile from the mouth of the Amoor, 
and is being strongly fortified, a thou- 
sand convicts haying arrived there this 
summer to enlarge a fort just below 
the town. The usual population is 
about 3,000. Nicolaifsky is a town of 
convicts and soldiers, excepting, of 
course, the higher classes. It is true, 
many of the inhabitants are nominally 
free. Nicolaifsky contains some seven 
foreign merchants, chiefly American ; 
but trade is being every year more re- 
stricted by the Government, and over- 
done by the merchants themselves. 
The town is growing, but it is not to 
be the great Russian stronghold and 
commercial city‘of the Pacific. 

Navication or tog Amoor—Nico- 
laifky is situated, it is true, on a noble 
river, but it is difficult of navigation, 
especially at its mouth, and ice-bound 
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two-thirds of the year. There are 
some five Government or company 
steamers running up the Amoor. At 
first foreigners were permitted to trade 
and run steamers up this river; but 
not now. An American steamer, re- 
cently launched at Nicolaifsky, is to 
run under the Russian flag, and the 
captain, who is part owner, in order to 
command her, was compelled{to become 
a Russian subject. 

Roum not Wantep.—One of the most 
lucrative branches of trade in Nico- 
laifsky heretofore among foreigners has 
been spiritous liquors, but a isort of 
Main Law has ruined the business, for 
which all good citizens are thankful. 
On a recent occasion the Governor de- 
clared, “ If foreigners cannot bring any- 
thing else than liquor to Nicolaifsky, 
we don’t want it, why not bring articles 
of food ?” 

Russian Proceress. — Nicolaifsky 
must but slowly grow into importance 
for reasons already stated, besides, the 
Russians are seeking some port farther 
south to fortify, and where their ves- 
sels can winter without encountering 
Siberian weather. Already the Rus- 
sians have taken possession of territory 
on the Tartary coast opposite the straits 
of Saugar, and are slowly pushing their 
way to Corea, and thus planting the 
seeds of empire in reality on the shores 
of the Pacific. They have also taken 
possession of Sagalien, the large island 
north of Yesso, claimed likewise by 
the Japanese, and are working the coal 
mines there. A few words more about 
Nicolaifsky and the Amoor, and I will 
hasten back to Hakodadi. I would re- 
commend no one to go to the Amoor, 
either for business, sight seeing, or 
pleasure. The town is built of logs, 
and situated on the northern bank of 
the river, on the margin of a pine forest 
that stretches away over the dark 
mountain. 

Return To Haxopapr.—AsI thought 
at one time of making the trip across 
Siberia to Moscow, I calledon the Go- 
vernor in regard to it.. He readily 
gave his permission, but said the jour- 
ney was long, tiresome, expensive and 
would be to me vexatious, not speak- 
ing Russian, so I abandoned the idea, 
and after about two weeks stay in Si- 
beria, took passage in a Russian war- 
steamer for Hakodadi. On our way 
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down we passed in sight of the wreck 
of the Melita, touched at De Castries 
and at the coalmines at Duey. These 
mines yield excellent bituminous coal, 
and are entered at the water’s edge, 
while there is deep soundings near the 
shore. As there is no bay the anchor- 
age is not good except in pleasant wea- 
ther. Steaming along the coast, and 
near the straits of Saugar, I saw many 
large towns and the capital city, Mats- 
mai, and counted in one fleet over one 
hundred junks, loaded with fish for the 
South. They presented a beautiful 
sight, though the flavor the wind bore 
to us from their cargoes was anything 
but agreeable. At night, owing to fogs 
and junks, we were compelled to an- 
chor, and these must ever be serious 
hindrances to the safe navigation of the 
Japanese coast. In due time we ar- 
rived in the harbor of Hakodadi, where 
I am now waiting an opportunity to 
get to Jeddo, and from there to China. 
English men-of-war are in the bay of 
Jeddo, and to-morrow some seven Rus- 
sian war-steamers leave here for the 
same place. The Governor-General of 
Siberia is on board as Russian Commis- 
sioner to treat with the Japanese in 
regard to Sagalien, &c. But I must 
end my letter, it is already too long. 
I have written hastily in order to send 
by the first opportunity. I have omit-- 
ted a thousand items of interest, but 
have fulfilled my promise. I shall 
never forget the kindness and hospi- 
tality extended to me by the citizens 
of Honolulu; and bidding them one 
and all Aloha, 
I remain your friend and brother, 
Varnum D. Coxtins. 

—Honolulu Friend. 


> 0 <> 
The City of Jeddo. 


The Japan correspondent of the Bos- 
ton Traveller gives the following impres- 
sions of Jeddo, their principal city: 

But what shall I say of this greatest 
and most singular of all cities? A vol- 
ume is needed to describe it, without 
attempting to give itshistory. I have 
read of old Nineveh and Babylon below 
the ground, and seen and handled the 
works of art which have been disin- 
terred and created so much admiration 
on both sides of the Atlantic ;. but one 


living Jeddo, above the ground, is worth « 
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a hundred old fogy cities below it. I 
cannot give you an idea of it, it is so 
unique, so unlike everything except it- 
self, and so impossible as you will think. 
I have seen several places of interest, 
and maintained a cool head, but I was 
bewildered and confounded when I saw 
this. It is situated, on the western 
shore of this charming gulf, 20 miles 
wide by 24 long, to which the Lake of 
Tiberias ig nothing, except in the me- 
mory of the sacred feet which once 
trod its’shores. It stretches for 20 
miles and more along a beach of a semi- 


circular form, with its horns turned 


outwards, and along whicha street ex- 
tends crowded with blocks of stores 
and houses, and teeming with moving 
crowds, while shopkeepers, artizans, 
women and children seem equally nu- 
merous within doors and at the doors. 
Indeed, a dozen or fifteen miles might 
be added to the length of the city in 
this direction, since there is nothing 
but an unbroken succession of towns 
and villages for this distance, which are 
as populous and well-built as the city 
itself. In crossing the city from the 
shore to the western outskirts, I have 
walked two miles and a half, and then 
proceeded on horseback for ten miles 
more, making twelve and a half in the 
whole, while in other places it may be 
wider still. According to the lowest 
estimate, the city covers an area equal 
to seven of the New England farming 
towns, which are usually six miles 
square. And all is traversed by streets, 
usually wide, well constructed, per- 
fectly neat, and crossing each other at 
right angles—streets lined with houses 
and stores as compactly as they can be 
built, and crowded with moving or 
stationary masses as thick as in our 
Washington street or New York Broad- 
way, at least for considerable distan- 
ces. The population is estimated gen- 
erally at three millions, which Mr. Har- 
ris, our Minister, thinks is no exagger- 
ation. For my part, judging from what 
I have seen when I have gone into the 
heart of the city, and crossed the city 
from side to side, I should be willing to 
add as many millions more, for the liy- 
ing, moving masses, seen from sunrise 
to sunset, and everywhere the same, 
fairly seemed beyond computation. 
One city, as large as seven fine towns 
in Berkshire County, and containing a 
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population three times as large as that 
of the whole State of Massachusetts. 
That is enough to think of for a mo- 
ment, ; 

Several streams run through the 
city. I counted five, though one or 
two might be canals. The largest is 
about twenty rods wide, over which a 
well constructed bridge is thrown, from 
which distances are measured to all . 
parts of the empire. It is the mile- 
stone of Japan. Boats and junks by 
means of these rivers and canals per- 
meate all parts of the city. There is 
nothing magnificent in architecture, 
most of the houses being of one story 
only, though some are two, and are 
plain though always neat both within 
and without. 

Some of the palaces of the Daimias 
or hereditary Princes, however, are an 
exception ; one which I happened to 
see being of exquisite beauty in struc- 
ture, in the spacious court before it, 
and in the gateways, and trimmed and 
trained bushes which made the hedge, 
and the dwarfed trees planted in front 
to adorn it. 

The Imperial quarters occupy the 
centre of the city, and are situated on 
an eleyation from. which you have a 
distinct view of a great part of the city. 
These quarters are called the Citadel, 
and are surrounded by a deep and wide 
moat, and a massive wall whose cir- 
cumference is eight or ten miles. No 
one is admitted unless a dignitary, or 
high minister, or a foreign ambassador. 
One gate was open, through which I 
could look within, but saw nothing but 
houses. Tall cedars spread abroad 
their branches, giving all the signs of 
life which were to be seen in this im- 
perial solitude and prison. But the 
whole was massive and imposing, evinc- 
ing a high degree of art and civiliza- 
tion. No walls surround the city ; no 
towers or fortresses rise up within ; 
nor did I see so much as a gun ora 
solitary soldier. 

The striking peculiarity of the city is 
its numerous tall trees with luxuriant 
branches, and groves sometimes of 
acres, which gives to the entire city at 
points the air ofa forest. There are 
also in so large a territory swells and 
even considerable hills, perched on the 
summit of which, and half burried in 
the solemn trees in which it isembow- 
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ered, a fine Buddhist temple is sure to 
eer out, the fairest spots in creation 
eing selected for the worship of the 
devil. 

Such is my rude and rapid sketch- 
ing; but we shall return here after our 
visit to Hong Kong, and remain four 
weeks previous to our departure on 
February 22d, when I intend to tra- 
verse the city right and left and study 
its wonders of nature and art, and give 
you more minute and exact informa- 
tion. Nothing could be more civil and 
kind than the bearing and intercourse 
of the people, or safer than circulating 
in the day time through its streets and 
among its crowds. 
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A rather curious phenomenon has 
been observed in Worcester, Mass. An 
Artesian well has been sunk to the 
depth of one hundred and twenty-three 


feet. Several veins of water have been 
struck, but not sufficient to raise the 
water to the surface. Lately the wa- 
ter in the well has been observed to 
rise and fall at nearly uniform periods, 
the fluctuation continuing from day to 
day. At the highest the water rises 
one hundred and eighteen feet, or with- 
in a few feet of the surface, and falls to 
one hundred and six and a half feet, 
No satisfactory explanation for this 
phenomenon has as yet been obtained, 
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Marine Losses for February, 1860. 


Ton- Vessel 
Streamers, Hail From. Disaster. one and | Cargo.| Totals, 
* | Freight 

Hanr Howell... —|(ethk ae. 5S Burned in Upper Red River, -- | $25,000! $42,009 $67,000 
Northerner. __..-... Lost off Cape Mendocino, 1200} 100,000} 50,000 150,000 
Indianola-....-...-- Strucksag nr. Monticello, -. | 15,000] 10,300 25,:00 
Hungarian Lost at Cape Ledge, 2200] 160,000} 200,000 850.000 
E. A. Ogden Sunk in Missouri River, -- | 16,000] 40,000 56, 

otal cs c<na.n 5 3400) $306,000/$342,200} $648,300 

SHIPs. ly 

Ladoga. -------.---- At Bermuda leaky, 867| $7,000] ..-- zune 
Ohermmene nesses sean Collision in the Mersey, 1055) 5,000] --.. Saeed 
Belle the Ocean(Br). Put back leaky, 647) 7,000} --2. 08 
EEO eeee meetin ne Collision in the Mersey,} 712; 4.000; ---. hoo 
Ben Adams--..-...-. At Liverpool in distress, 1170} 15,000 2,500 - a 
Ella A. Clark--.-.-- At Plymouth in distress, fe 12,000 Bees ton 
FResoluteicc a2. -cneiNeWeVOrkeeeuN” | eapeezcnssre ’ =--- ) 
Elizabeth Hamilton. At Plymouth, Eng., leaky, a5 6;500\ macnn iene 
Screamer ---.osesann At Liverpool, leaky, 1198} 13000] --... Nae 
Charl’e. A. Morrison. Put back to Liverpool, do., DOO, O0CiN eaae mite 
Caroline Nesmith --. do disabled, 832) 4,000 Ate 
Wm. D. Sewall do leaky, 672) 4,000 +4 00E 
Eagle Speed--_.-... Portsmouth---. do do | 1118) 11,000 pesheed 
Flying Foam (Br)---|Greenock. ~.--- Lost Rocks W. end Mad’a. 628) 30,000} ---. Fe abe 
Baron of Renfrew(Br)| Liverpool. ----- Missing, 1126] 45,000} 18,000 AGeGe 
Sindymion,......s.<- Burned in the Mersey, 1828] 90,000} 100,000 Hi oad 
Live Yankee. .--..-.. At Hong Kong in distress, 1637| 10,000) ---. pgs 
IBGGICBt) po atence a oae At Plymouth, put back, 1350; 3,000} ~~... face 
Romance of the Seas. At Hong Kong in distress, Se. |p eel 1.000;]) 2 c5— bes 
dobn and Albert..... At Gibraltar condemned, 566] 12,000) ~--. sen 
James Alexander(Br) Lost near Padstow, 1039} 48,000 4,000 epee 
J. 8. Parsons........ Put back leaky, &c., 1397} 14,000] 3,000 Wor G6 
MMODE saselesesee nae Lost on Gingerbread Gr’d., Sa 24,000 100,000 52000 
Aishiand::-<s'cacs <0 -|Kennebunk -_..|Lost on Little Isaacs, 422) 12,000 Pree 185'000 
Chieftain (Br.),—----|Jersey Isle.---- Lost on the Pratas, 579] 35,000 ,000 ott 
Ashburton .~..------ Providence, .-.. At Mauritius in distress, 449| 10,000] ---- Asoo 
Reformer (Br).-.---- StnJohn 22s... Lost on Abaco, 1087 aay ao- Ba 000 
Wm. and EHiiza (Br)-|New Bedford -.|Lost on Fortuna Reef, 321 tees sgh 27°00 
Jane H, Walsh.--.... Yarmouth, Me.|Foundered at sea, 549 Baad ) '000 
Guy Mannering-. ----|New York....- Put back to Liverpool, 1419 id re avo 
Cornelius Grinnell...|New York.-... At Cork in distress, earh ed Meet Eco 
Adele (Brem.)...-...|Geestemaule...|At Falmouth, Eng , do, te ic eee a 

Potalissgescen BZ 26,294/ $571,500} $420,000] $991,500 
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Barks Hail From, 
Archer 22i.. dcedieeen Boothbay-.----. 
ACO Reco dtdwa on --|New York..... 
Monmouth ..-- Philadelphia..-- 
Oaleconiat..<tascteniyita aces = 


‘ 
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Augusta Mayhew.-.-.|New York ----- 


Leander (Wh.)..----|Mystic----- 
‘Fidelia and Fanning-|Bangor.-.- 


Robert Mills.--../ *.|New York-...- 


Hotlandtiacecen leis 
Princeton... 


Do. 
osse-e-- |New Haven.-.. 


Chili (Br.) a eie a an Liverpool-...-- 


John Lugars (Br,).-.|Lynn .-- 


Xephias (Br.) ------- Cardiff --- 

On Fe OU. eeeare el New York...-. 
Germantown... ---- Philadelphia ~~. 
Harriet 8. Fisk..--.. |Rockland-..-.-. 


New York... 
Liverpool 
ae anes Kennebunk -.-. 


ha swan eee Boston... J..50 
sie Do. 
California - Do. 
Vesta (Russian)-..... Wasaiasscecs 
Snap Dragon...---.. New York.-.-. 
ROta eeacwee 24 
BRIGS, 
Sabao.....-..-.....|Oberryfield,Me. 
Waccamaw sees sacs} 9 23 c52~ 
Dirigos seca Wiscasset ---.- 


Sea Foam 


New Bedford--- 


Rebecca and Francis] Boston ----.-.- 
Andover... J-one os 


Ocean Belle (Br )..-- 
Anna Prentiss..- 


SOHOONERS, 


Watchman...--.2.. Greenpoint,"L L. 


J. C. Homer. 
Julia (Span.). 


Bucksport 


Frank Wayincu sees Camden, N, J... 
Sarah D. Sparks. -..- New York-.-... 
Palestine. .-.-......|Elizabeth Qity.. 
Edward M. Clark_..|Hartford._--._. 
Ney ose ~ xcchieaceee New York....- 
Eliza Jane---.-..-.. Barnstable, N.S 
Edward M. Thorn...| Yorktown ..... 


Benjamin Willis. 


James River... 
-|Provincetown .- 


Carrie Hues.....--..|Newburyport... 
Mindoro... -j-s220ee Eden, Me..---.. 
American Belle..-.. Barnstable_.... 
Brothers..-<ieco- mons | NCW; YORK. ~ 5.2 


Prince of Wales (Br.)| Windsor, N.S... 
Boynes-.. i ccese-0~ (Calais, Me... 


Henry Payson... ---. Dennis <2 25-- 
B. 8. Johnson......./New York_.... 
Hardscrabble...-.-.. Rockland-_--.-. 
PROWOSS: sted ecco seek Brookhaven,... 
R. C. Stanard, Jr..... Baltimore...-.- 
Velmtieenondascsc cas Ellsworth... .... 


Iris (Br pacamesacas 


Totamcaceaew 20) 


Philadelphia -.. 
Cutter, Me._... 
Mary Ann Caroline..|Port Elizabeth. 


Frankfort,..... 


Disaster. 


Abandoned, 


Lost near Wexford, 
At Holyhead leaky, 
Ashore ut Barnegat, 


Abandoned at sea. 
Put back to Whampoa, 
Abandoned at sea, 
At L’Orient dismasted, 


-|At St. Thomas in distress, 
Aband’d, taken by Del. B’k’r, 
Ashore on Chatham B’ch., 
Lost on Flag Island Rock, 
Burned at Buenos Ayres, 
Put back leaky, prob, co’d, 


Lost on Ossibaw Shoal, 


At Newport in distress, 
Missing since Oct. Ist, 


Foremast cut away, 


Ashore on Muskeget, 
Lost on Body’s Island, 


-/Ashore on Gardiner’s Island, 


Abandoned at sea, 


At Wilmington leaky, 
Ashore at Aux Oayes, 
At Norfolk in distress, 


Ashore on Currituck, 
Ashore on Fork Spit, 


Missing, 
Ashore inside Hook, 


Sunk by collision, 


Missing since 8th Dec., 


Sunk by collision, 


Ashore on Cape Point, 
Collision, 


At Charleston in distress, 
Total loss on Rock Island 
Pr, Hd. Island,.|Lost near Scatterie Light, 


Total, Feb., 1860.......-| 45,754 


Collision in the Gulf of N. O., 
At N, O., been in collision, 
Grounded, Gibraltar Bay, 


Lost on Cruz del Padre, 
Cond’ned at Pernambuco, 


Injured in a gale in port, 
At Rio, leaky and dism’d., 


At Melbourne in distress, 


Ash. nr. O. P. Comfort, L, H., 
At Gibraltar in collision, 
Ashore nr. Point Comfort, 


At Norfolk, been in coll’n., 
At Wilmington in distress, 


Wrecked at South Cove, 


Ashore at Gt. Egg Harbor, 


On shore off Hast’n Beach, 
Ashore nr. Indian River, 


Do, at Buzzards’ Bay, N, C., 


Lost on Mid Ground, Ch, By., 
At Norfolk, complete wreck, 


Picked up at sea dismant., 
Ashore near Cape Henry, 
Abandoned after collision, 
Ashore at Three Islands, 
Do Mouth of Neuse River, 


Abandoned off Chatham, 
Collision at New London, 


Abandoned off Watch Hill, 


| April, 


Lg vessel 
5a | and | Cargo.| Totals, 
&& |Freight 
405] $4,000] .-.. $4,000 
Fy] ee (1) 1,500 
331! 12,000} $7,000 19,000 
ea 9000} 6,000 15,000 
433} 20,000) .... 20,000 
=F hng3 16,000) 9 on 16,000 
372| 18,000} 2,000 20,000 
488] 6,000}... 6,000 
361; 1,500] 1,500 3,000 
290| - 1,500] .... 1,500 
441| 9,000} _... 9,000 
508] 380,000] 50,000 80,000 
534} 30,000] 11,000 41,000 
393} 8,000} ___. 8,000 
390] 28,000] 85,000] 113,000 
403 #000 
203 5,000 
437 12,000 
515 65,000 
oe 58,000 
99 8,500 
540 8,000 
619} 12,000] .... 12,000 
9,137| $272,000],$264,500| $536,500 
186] $2,000] $2,600 $4,500 
198} 1,500)!" 2. 1,500 
299| 12,000) —‘1,200 13,200 
264, 1,500)... 1,500 
160 4,000) - _-.. 4,000 
194] _ 1.000)¢---. 1,000 
188}. ._.2,000)) - co-a 2,000 
TAS) 2222 000i cote 2,000 
19g! B,s0ofh ass 2,500 
196] 4,000} _... £4,000 
172} 2500 emeress 2,500 
289) 10,000} —_ 1,900 11,900 
147| 2,000} 36,000 8,000 
2,572| $47,000) $11,600] , $68,600 
104} $2,000} $10,000} $12,000 
130 19200) "52. 1,200 
--| 7,000] 5,000 12,000 
130} 6,000) - 11,000 17,000 
113 4,500} 2... 4,500 
52 15600); 4.85 1,600 
180 O00 venus! 900 
173) eNF{O0O) wcees 7,000 
107} 4,000 600 4,600 
xis ID OOO| ee 2,000 
44\ (15500) - = 1,500 
128)" 16,000) «<= 6,000 
178 00) 5,000 
156 800 §00 
198 5,000 18,000 
256 7,000 8,200 
159} 5,000 5,000 | 
115 1,800 1,800 | 
99 2,000 2,500 
79) — 1,500 1,500 
137| 2,000 2;800 
150 1,000 1,900 
268} 10,000 35,000 
125} 1,500 2;100 
267| 1,000 1,000 
123} 1,200 1,200 
185 500 500 
108} 5,000 11,006 
125} 4,500) 1,000 5,500 
8,891) $98,500! $75,600} | $174,100 
1,295,000]1,114,00C1 2,409,000 


{Curist IN THE SrorM.] 


Our First Voyage. 

It was in the month of October, 
1834, that a young theological fledg- 
Aing, fresh from his Alma Mater’s nest 
at Princeton, and just licensed to fly 
abroad with the mighty Gespel, found 
himself on a bright Sabbath morning 
safely arrived in the fine port of Nor- 
folk, on the good schooner Camilla, 
Captain Berry. The incidents of 
that first voyage are mostly forgotten, 
merged in the nauseous Dead Sea of sea- 
sickness—except the indignation felt 


(Matz, virr: 24, 25.) 


in New York at the sight of a fine- 
looking young sailor brought down to 
the vessel from his boarding house by 
the landlord and his satellites, on a 
dray, in a state of beastly intoxication, 
and dumped on deck like a bag of salt— 
then the parting from our beloved fath- 
er and the last glimpse of him, standing 
on the end of the pier and watching the 
receding vessel—then the dull monot- 
ony and confinement of the voyage, 
then the insatiable yoracity of a con- 
valescing appetite, the first gleam of 
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Chingateague, the hail of the- pilot-’ 


boat—the twin-capes, Charles and 
Henry, and the twin-fortresses, Old 
Point Comfort and the Rip-Raps at 
the mouth of the Chesapeake and 
Hampton Roads, James River and 
Elizabeth—the low shores dark with 
pines, and studded with white houses, 
whose chimneys were outside—and 
then Norfolk, with dilapidated ware- 
houses, its dull wharves covered with 
negroes, and oysters, and sweet pota- 
toes. 

But the next day was the Sabbath ; 
and now, for the first time, we knelt in 
the Sailors’ prayer mecting held with the 
crew in the cabin of the Camilla, con- 
ducted by the pious Captain, assisted 
‘by his humble and devout Swedish 
mate. 

We can never forget those earnest 
hymns, and fervent prayers, and simple 
exhortations and experience-giyings. 

Since that hour we have never ceased 
to feel an interest in the religiqus wel- 
fare of the sailors. Would that all ves- 
sels were Bethels like theCumilla, and 
all captains such as the good Berry; 
and all mates such as that simple- 
hearted, honest Swede ! 


——_—_ © 


[For the Sailor’s Magazine.] 


The * Tops.” 


‘We read in the word of God much 
rabout worshipping God on the “house 
tops,” on the mountain “tops.” We 
read of the “tops of the rocks,” and 
the “tops of the mulberry trees, as 
‘they were associated with the worship, 


‘the promises, and the threatenings of. 


God. These all in so far as they were 
used by God for his glory, were, ina 
measure sanctified places. But now, 
by the grace of God, we are permitted 
to know that other “ tops” are conse- 
crated to Him, even the “tops” of our 
ships of war. The last places in all 
probability to which the Church of 
Christ would be expected to look for 
an auxiliary in the great work of evan- 
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when in naval engagements, the tops of 
the enemy were the stations whence 
the rifle ball sped with deadly aim to 
the heart of some noble commander, 
and more than one formidable adver- 
sary has bitten the dust, or what is 
equivalent, has laid prone on the deck 
the life-tide oozing from his wounds at 
the bidding of some leaden messenger 
from the tops of his enemy, sometimes 
deciding the tide of battle, and some- 
times (as in the death of Nelson, who 
was singled out by one of the sharp 
shooters in the mizzen top of the “ Re- 
doubtable) bathing a nation in tears. 

Is it too much to hope for the day 
when these yery “tops” and all other 
parts of the ship shall be holy to the 
Lord? Are we presumptuous when 
we ask God to make these tops vocal 
with his praise, seeing that they have 
been long set apart to other uses? 
May we not anticipate the day when 
from these gathering places, above the 
Cat-harpins, there shall dart the wea- 
pons of the warfare of Truth, and bring 
down some leader in the ranks of Satan, 
and secure a rich conquest to Uhrist? 
Nay, it is not presumption! Nay! we 
need not anticipate. The day has alrea- 
dy dawned. The first fruits of the har- 
vests to be gathered through the in- 
strumentality of these tops has already 
been laid upon the altar of God. 

The pastor of the Mariners’? Chureh 


-in New-York, read a delightful epistle 


in his pulpit afew weeks ago, which 
was dated from the “ fore-top” of a U. 
S. man-of-war, of the African squadron, 
the meeting place of a little band of 
praying men who found a closet there. 
A short time since a notice appeared in 
the N. Y. Observer, of three praying 
men in another man-of-war, who, be- 
cause they were denied the privilege of 
meeting for prayer on deck or below, 
commenced a prayer meeting on the 
“main top,” concerning which the wri- 
ter of the letter says: . 


[Our readers will find the letter here 
referred to in the Life-Boat for March. 
—KEps. ] 

_ “Then W. , E and I went up 
into the maintop every evening, and 
knelt together in prayer to God, that 
he would open a way forus to do good, 
and would ad@to our number. Soon 


gelizing the world. There was a time, ; our little flock increased to seven; and 


\ 
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I thought we might then havea pri- 


vate meeting on deck, where we could | 


get together, sing our hymns, and effer 
our prayers to God. Wemet between 
two guns, and kept on in this way for 
Some time, till two more were added 
to us; and, at last, as our number had 
thus increased, we went down on the 
gun-deck. Here we tooka bold stand. 
The place we chose was by the main- 
hatch in the midst of the deck; on 
both sides of us were the ship’s com- 
pany going on in sin and we in the 
midst of them praising God. We still 
hold our meetings regularly there. 
We were not granted the privilege; 
we took this one on our own responsi- 
bility. We have no aid from officers 
or men. The captain and officers, and 
most of the men seem against us; still 
the power of God is wonderfully mani- 
fest. Our stand is so strong that none 
now trouble or disturb us; and the 
captain does not stop us. It looks as 
if God had placed us there for a light 
to others; and the men seem to re- 
gard it as a hallowed place. None 
come to it to trouble us. Here we 
have had two more added to the little 
band who meet together for prayer and 
praise. Dear brother, we send a spe- 
cial request to all the followers of the 
Lord Jesus for prayer that the Holy 
Spirit may be felt in power in this 
ship.” 

Still later tidings have reached us of 
a revival on board another man-of-war, 
in which the writer states that one of 
the worst men in the ship was hope- 
fully converted, and started a noonday 
prayer meeting in the mizzen top. 
Another writer from the same ship, 
says: * The whole ship’s company are 
engrossed with the subject of religion ; 
it is the constant theme in the ham- 
mocks by night, and they even go into 
the TOPS BY DAY TO PRAY.” 

Have we not here abundant ground 
for encouragement ? And may we not 
pray in hope, for the coming of that 
day when the abundance of the sea 
shall be converted to God, and the 
forces of the Gentiles be gathered into 
the Church of Christ ? 

Unvs. 


I 


None but God and the poor know 
what the poor do for each other. 


Are Sailors Open to Efforts for 
their Good ? 


That depends on the way in which 
they are approached. If one goes to 
them in a Pharisaical, self-righteous 
spirit and style, or, as if it were a great 
condescension to stoop to their low 
estate in order to raise them up; or, 
if one daintily reach forth the tip of 
gloved fingers to touch their horny 
hands; or, if one affect sea phrases, 
whose meaning he does not fully under- 
stand, and in whose use he will pro- 
bably make ridiculous blunders—in 
short, if one makes his attempt with 
manifest hesitation, half-heartedness, 
or to satisfy conscience and please him- 
self, ke will not find sailors accessible. 
He will fail. 

But if, out of love to Christ and to 
their souls, one approaches the sailor 
as a man and-a brother, ina frank, 
manly, honest and simple way, desiring 
to do him good, he will meet no repul- 
sion, but will get access to his better 
nature and move his generous heart. 

I was once returning from a South- 
ern portin aschooner. Oneofthe crew 
early attracted my attention as being 
the best sailor by far on board the 
vessel. He was quite young, but of a 
large manly frame, of great muscular 
power and ability. But, alas, how 
awfully profane! The captain said he 
was one of the most accomplished sea- 
men, but one of the hardest swearers 
he had eyer shipped, and he could not 
break him off from his awful blas- 
phemies. 

The Sabbath morning came, calm 
and beautiful. ‘The ocean was at rest, 
and the necessary work of the ship was 
soon finished. Going forward to the 
bow I soon engaged the man in easy 
conversation. We were natives of the 
same State, and I knew several of his 
fellow-townsmen, and so topics of com- 
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mon interest were readily supplied. 
After some time thus spent I rose to 
depart, and producing a number of 
tracts said, “ here is some good reading 


for the day which will perhaps be ac- - 


ceptable and useful to you and your 
shipmates.” On the top of the parcel 
J had purposely put “the Swearer’s 
Prayer.” 

He promptly and gratefully accepted 
the parcel, and when his eye fell on 
those staring capitals he gazed at them 
for a moment and then turned to me, 
and said, very pleasantly and respect- 
fully, “ Sir, it is a very just rebuke. 
I thank you for your kindness, and 
promise you shall not hear another oath 
from my lips during our yoyage ;” and 
he was true to his word. 

On board the same schooner was a 
careless, godless mate. He also re- 
ceived a tract, and I well remember 
how he stretched himself on the com- 
panion way with his back against the 
main boom, and was long absorbed in 
his reading. Finally he roused and 
shook himself as if to flee, exclaiming, 
“ these Tracks! They do track a fel- 
low mighty hard!” 

Pious sailors love tracts; they find 
in them the very reading they need 
for themselves, and the most useful 
means by which they may do good to 
others. 


The Superintendent of the Sailor’s 
Home was recently inquired of by 
one of the boarders, who had been con- 
verted during his last voyage, where 
he could procure tracts, and being ac- 
companied by him to the Tract-house, 
procured seven dollars worth, He gaye 
a ten dollar gold piece in payment, and, 
with true sailor-like generosity, refused 
to receive the change. Yes, when these 
men come into the kingdom of Christ 
they bring their silver and gold with 
them. B. 
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“ Dip !—I Tell you Dip!” 


The incident related above of the 
changeless sailor at the Tract-house, 
reminds me of another, for which 
I give ex-Governor Briggs as my autho- 
rity. He said to me recently that a 
friend of his was talking with a gentle- 
man in Boston when a man with a 
wooden leg approached and asked alms. 
Being engaged in their conversation 
they paid little attention to him; but 
while he waited a sailor came up. He 
had evidently just been paid off, and 
held his money, in gold, in his hand. 
Jack, being accosted by the man, stop- 
ped, and asked how and where he had 
lost his leg. The man replied, it was 
shot off on the ship . And Jack; 


having satisfied himself that the story — 


was true, took off his tarpaulin, and, 
throwing his gold into it, held it out 
to the man, saying, “ Dip!’ The man 
hesitated; he repeated, “I tell you 
Dip!” Still the man declined, re- 
marking that he only wanted small re- 
lief for present necessity ; when Jack, 
doubling his fist and drawing back, 
imperatively said, “ Dirp—I tell you 
Die! If you don’t I'll knock you down.” 


= 6 <>. 


Gems of Wit. 


“Stanp By ro Haut tHat FeLtow 
In.”—The story will bear repetition. 
A New Bedford shipmaster, who had 
performed several whaling voyages, 
commanded a small brig to Demarara. 
Meeting an English military officer in 
a public coffee-house, an altercation 
ensued, resulting in a challenge on the 
part of the officer to meet him the 
next morning on the beach to settle 
the matter according to the code of 
honor. The challenge was accepted, 
and the next morning the parties, with 
a host of spectators, were promptly on 
the beach,—the New Bedford captain 
attended by his mate, bearing two 
harpoons. Putting one in the hands of 
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the officer, he measured off the ground, 
and took his station, saying, “ As I am 
the challenged party, I am entitled to 
the choice of the weapons; I have ac- 
cordingly selected harpoons,—distance, 
eight paces. Here,” continued he, ad- 
dressing his mate, “take the end of 
the line, and stand by to haul that fel- 
low in.” 

Then raising the ugly instrument 
above his head, as if in the act of 
throwing, the English officer started 
back aghast, evidently disliking the 
sensation of such a pitchfork, and de- 


claring that he would not fight with 


such wagentlemanly weapons. As the 
whaleman would use no others, the 
matter dropped; not, however, with- 
out the strong probability that the 
officer secretly resolved never again to 
challenge a Yankee. 


“WaLLEN INTO His Mepicine Ouest.” 
—A physician at sea made great use of 
sea-water among his patients. What- 
ever ailed them, down must go a dose 
of this nauseating stuff. One day the 
doctor fell overboard. A great bustle 
ensued, in the midst of which the cap- 
tain came on deck, and inquired, what 
is the matter? “ Nothing,” answered 
a sailor, dryly, “only the doctor has 
fallen into his medicine chest.” 


“ Batu witH 17.”—At the close of 
the war with Algiers, when the pre- 
liminaries of peace were argued, the 
Dey insisted that the United States 
ought to pay a tribute, if nothing more 
than a quantity of gunpowder. Com- 
modore Decatur replied, he did not 
doubt but his government would will- 
ingly let him have the powder, “ but,” 
he added, “ you must take the ball with 
at.” 

<9 0<>—___—. 
To the Editor of the Sailor’ Magazine. 


New York, March 14, 1860. 
Dear Sir: 

The enclosed letters from seamen, 
will doubtless be acceptable to many 
of your readers, on account of the con- 
tinued work of grace among the men 
of the sea. Everywhere the Holy Spi- 
rit seems to be operating on the hearts 
of these poor neglected ones. There is 
continued encouragement in this field 
of labor to those who are watching for 
souls. Scarcely a week goes by that does 


not bring intelligence of the power of 
the blessed gospel upon hearts that haye 
been unaccustomed to entertain relig- 
ous thoughts or opinions. A day or 
two since, one wrote me that he had 
been an inebriate for near forty years, 
that now he has given his heart to 
Christ. To-day from the same man-of- 
war, comes the tidings that another 
has forsaken his evil ways, and caused 
the angels of heaven to rejoice oyer his 
return to his heavenly Father. Yes- 
terday a letter from the African Squa- 
dron gave us like good news. But the 
accompanying letters are from two 
seamen who have lately come to Christ 
while inmates of the U. S. Naval Hos- 
pital at Brooklyn, as a result of the 
efforts of our good brother, Capt. A. 
H. Foote, of the United States Navy, 
to the Brothers Belden, and others 
who have been indefatigable in their 
efforts to do good to the afflicted ones 
who are detained there. 

On Sabbath the 26th of February, 
by invitation of some of these invalids, 
I went over and took with me several 
members of the Mariners’ church, and 
there received four seamen into mem- 
bership with my church, and adminis- 
tered the Lord’s Supper. It was a 
truly blessed season. The meeting was 
closed by some very excellent and 
well-timed remarks by Capt. Foote. 
The result of the meeting appears to 
have been a blessed oné to some who 
were there as spectators, as these let- 
ters show. 

Surely the people of God must be 
encouraged by these signs of the com- 
ing of the latter day glory, which the 
inspired word declares, shall be preced- 
ed by the conversion of the “ Abun. 
dance of the Sea.” Hoping to multi 
ply these evidences, 

Believe me fraternally, 
Yours in Christ, 
Cuas. J. JONES, 
Pastor of the Mariner’s Church 


U. S. Navy Hosprran 


My DEAR AND FAITHFTL Pastor in 
Curist:—I write to let you know that 
the work of God through Christ is re- 
viving, and since the solemn feast of 
the Lord’s Supper last Sabbath, there 
has been a great impression on the 
minds of men jn general. One poor soul 
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met me this morning on the stairs, and 
told me he wanted to see me to talk 
with me about religion, and oh! that 
solemn, humble feeling with which he 
seemed to express himself. My heart 
was full, and seems as though I felt so 
cheerful and light, to think I could be 
the means of bringing one poor soul to 
the throne of Grace, and pointing him 
to a CrucifiedsRedeemer. Brother 
L — has left the hospital. I feel 
rather lonely in the evening because 
we always met together every evening 
to cheer and comfort each other, and 
tell our hopes of Heayen, but I thank 
God through Christ, I am never lone- 
ly, for there are three persons that are 
always with me, the Father that loves 
me, the Son that redeemed me, and the 
Holy Spirit that renewed me. I strive 
daily to mind the teachings of the Spi- 
rit, and walk with God through faith 
in Christ, and be saved. 

Please to remember me to all sail- 
ors; tell them I am sailing to the pro- 
mised land, and thank my Redeemer 
my colors are up, to let the enemy 
know which way I am bound. Pray 
for me. 

Believe me to be yoursmeere Chris- 
tian Brother in Christ, J. H. 


The writer is a poor colored man, 
but his soul is washed white in the 
blood of the Lamb. 


U. S. Navy Hosprraz. 
My vrar Pastor: 

I took up the daily paper, and in its 
telegraphic column I was pained to 
see the death of Dr. John B—_, Pre- 
sident of A ,C , ME 
I ; he was my warm friend and 
adviser in my college days, before I 
departed frcm the good way. J can 
now bring to mind his kind voice on 
Sabbath morning in the class meeting 
held in College Building, and his sweet 
singing as he cheered us on in the way 
of Heaven ; and in the sanctuary I can 
almost (as it were) hear him exhort- 
ing sinners to flee to Jesus; but Jesus 
his master, and our master, has called 
him home. He died suddenly at two 
o’clock on Sabbath afternoon, and to- 
day, while I am left in God’s mercy to 
write this, he, good, kind old saint, sees 
“The King in his Glory,” that Jesus 
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he so long loved andserved. My heart 
is sad, as thus, friend after friend dc- 
part. Many die, and many are estrang- 
ed. 

I am getting better, and am full in 
heart, on account of goodness and con- 
descension of God in communion with 
me, I am laying my cares on Jesus, 
for he careth for me. 

There is evidently an interest felt 
here on the subject of religion, and se- 
veral men, like the young Ruler in the 
Gospel, are inquiring what they must 
do to imherit eternal life, and are anx- 
iously reading good tracts that we se- 
lect for them, and, best of all, the 
“Chart of Life’s Stormy Sea.” 

I pray God, that I may be the hum- 
bie means in His hands, of pointing 
those who are lost in the dark ways of 
sin, to the bright Star of Hope. “E 
am willing to spend and be spent in the 
service of my blessed Master; but L 
pray to God to be kept from spirituak 
pride and vain glory.” God forbid 
that I should glory, save in the Cross. 
of my Lord Jesus Christ, by whom the 
world is crucified unto me, and 1 unto 
the world. I hope to be able to get 
over to church next Sabbath. Iam 
getting better, I trust, and would like 
to worship once more with the people 
of God before I go on board the North 
Carolina, and go to sea, to meet, per- 
haps for the last time. 

But, dear Pastor, is it not a short 
way from the jib boom or yard arm, to © 
drop in the arms of Jesus, and be at 
rest. “Sudden death, sudden giory, 
but I must both watch and pray.” Pray - 
for me, and I trust and pray that God 
will bless you and cheer your heart. 

Yours in Christian Love. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


Honolulu. 
Rev. S. C. Damon, Chaplain. 


BUSY SCENES IN HONOLULU—A VARIETY 
OF APPLICATIONS TO THE CHAPLAIN— 
RAROTONGA SEAMEN, &c., &c. 


A fleet of about fifty whale ships lies 
at anchor in our port. Our streets are 
thronged with seamen ; ship-ehandlers, 
merchants, shopkeepers, restaurant- 
keepers and the whole fraternity of 
mechanics are all busy. The busy and 
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artful caterers for pleasure and amuse- 
ment are not idle. The Swiss Bell 
ringers have their hand-bills posted at 
every corner, and now comes from Aus- 
tralia a man styling himself “the 
Great Wizard of the North.” Pro- 
fessor Anderson, the magician and 
wonder-worker. Loud as may be the 
din upon six days of the weeks, thanks 
to the preaching of the Gospel and the 
wholesome laws of the Hawaiian king- 
dom, we are favored with quiet Sab- 
baths, and very much besides, for 
wens Christian should be truly grate- 
ful. 

The sailor visiting Honolulu finds 
those interested in his welfare and 
ready to promote his good. Many 
seamen appreciate what is done for 
them, and if there were more of this 
description it would of course be for 
their spiritual and temporal welfare. 
Many gather around our Home. The 
calls for books at my office are constant. 
Lam not only called upon to supply 
them with reading, but in various other 
ways assist them. The following are 
among the instances: 

Mr. calls to solicit my aid in 
securing a passage for him to Califor- 
nia. He is 77 years old, and visited 
the Sandwich Islands as a sailor in 1811, 
forty-eight years ago, long before the 
missionaries landed upon these shores. 
He has been the steward of an unsuc- 
cessful ship, and now wishes to return 
home, visiting a sonin California. The 
good people of Nantucket may know 
to whom I refer, for he is well known 
on that island. 

Mr. calls to have me put him 
in the proper way to send one hundred 
dollars to his wife in New Bedford. 

Mr. calls for a similar purpose, 
but his family resides in Mid. Atlantic, 
in the dominions of Portugal. 

Mr. calls for me to give him 
advice, as he has run away from a ship. 
I take him immediately to the Police 
Station, and he is now in prison, but I 
am trying to ship the young man in 
some homeward-bound vessel. 

Thus I might detail the daily rou- 
tine of my office, but these items will 
suffice to show that a Seamen’s Chap- 
lain-has many duties to perform be- 
sides that of merely preaching the Gos- 
pel. Yesterday I attended the funeral 
of a Tahitian sailor belonging to a 


French whaler, and the day before yes- 
terday a Spanish sailor, from Guan, 
attached to an American whaleship. 
The whaling fleet is manned by a most 
motley class of seamen, gathered from 
almost every part of the world. At 
present the number of Sandwich Is- 
landers and Southern Sea sailors, from 
the Hervey and other groups, is very 
large. <A few days since I received a 
supply of Bibles and other books in the 
Rarotonga dialect. There were 71 
Bibles in the supply, but already 68 of 
the Bibles have been disposed of among 
seamen from the Hervey groups. 

I might add much more relating to 
the daily avocations. which occupy my 
thoughts and attention. I am not 
without some encouraging indications 
that good is accomplished. To a super- 
ficial observer the progress in the law 
of goodness is very slow, but I do not 
feel discouraged. I can see good done 
in the name of Jesus of Nazareth. 
God has his people among the sons of 
the ocean. I can testify to God’s gra- 
cious presence. 

Yours truly, 
De Clas 


++ 
Havre. 
Rev. E. N. Sawtell, D. D., Chaplain. 


Havre, Jan. 31, 1860, 

Dear Broruer :—There are some 
hopeful indications here that a gracious 
coyenant-keeping God has some spiri- 
tual blessings in store forus here. For 
some eight or ten months I have kept 
up an extra service on the Sabbath, at 
a private house, for especial prayer, for 
the out-pouring of God’s Spirit: and 
receiving direct from India, in a letter 
from a missionary friend, the printed 
circular, or propositions for setting 
apart the second week in January,1860, 
as a week of humiliation, fasting and 
prayer over the world, I at once read 


_ it from the pulpit, and proposed its ob- 


servance by Christians in Havre, and 
to accommodate the different classes of 
people, appointed three services each 
day in the chapel. The French breth- 
ren united with us, and we had prayers 
alternately in the two languages, till, 
finally, the French became so deeply 
interested in the work, that we all 
thought it best to start another prayer 
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meeting, by and for themselves, which 
they did—thus, instead of one, we closed 
the week with two bands of praying 
Christians; and so greatly refreshed 
and revived were we in our little band, 
that we could not give it up; and from 
that day to this we have kept up a re- 
gular noonday prayer meeting in the 
Seamen’s Chapel, which, I trust, is 
never to be suspended till God comes 
to rain righteousness upon this city, 
seamen and citizens, and upon the na- 
tion and the world. 

Each and every one of these meet- 
ings I have not only attended, but con- 
ducted, addressed the people, expound- 
ed the Scriptures. All this, together 
with my hospital duties, visiting sick 
and afflicted families, burying the dead, 
—three burials last week,—with all 
the little etceteras, you will not think 
T am having an idle life here in Havre ; 
but, blessed be God, “ there remaineth 
a rest,” and sometimes I cannot con- 
ceal my impatience to be there—‘ to 
be with Cbrist, which is far better.” 
Then I weep and repent, and work 
away, inwardly whispering to myself— 
“T shall be satisfied when I awake in 
his likeness.” But the hour of our 
prayer meeting has arrived, the steamer 
is hauling out, and my poor over-work- 
ed eyes are pleading with tears to be 
released from longer gazing upon this 
white paper, and, therefore, [ must for 
the present say, good bye-—God bless 
you, and the good cause. Pray for us 
here. 

Yours in the bonds of the Gospel of 
Christ, E. N. Sawrext. 


Gottland. 
Rey. J. Linprexrus, Missionary. 


A letter was received from this 
faithful servant of Christ some time 
since, but for which, until now, we 
have not found room, 

He speaks of his bodily health as 
haying been much impaired by the 
necessity he is under of walking from 
place to place, on his missionary tours, 
because he has not the means of pro- 
viding himself with a conveyance. 

When his strength is sufficient, he is 
in the habit of going abroad from 
house to house, and from yillage to 
village, conversing with the people, 
holding prayer-meetings, distributing 
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Bibles. Testaments, Psalm-books, &c., 
sometimes preaching, when not hin- 
dered by the prejudices of his country- 
men; and when his bodily health is not 
sufficient, he receives the people at his 
own house, and has meetings with 
them for prayer and conversation. In 
one passage of his journal, he writes: 
“ Walked through twelve parishes with 
my bag of books on my back;” and 
again, “ Went again on a missionary 
tour thirty miles from home, selling 
books, and conversing with the people 
about the salvation of their souls ;” 
“J have been much hindered in my 
work for want of means to keep a 
horse,—I hope, however, my friends in 
America will try to furnish me with 
those means, so that I may be able to 
travel about,—I thank God that he 
has made me content with my circum- 
stances,” (andthey are very narrow, )— 
“TJ will continue to pray in faith, that 
He may help me in my distress.” 

We hope our friends, and Christ’s 
friends, will bear in mind this poor, 
humble, self-denying missionary. 


New Orleans. 
Rev. L. C. Cheney, Chaplain. 


New Or teans, Feb. 9, 1860. 

Dear BrotrHer :—Your favor of the 
lst came to hand yesterday. I under- 
stand our friends here have raised the 
balance of the money to pay for the 
site of our contemplated Bethel, and a 
part of the balance for the building. 
Dr. Palmer’s influence has contributed 
largely towards Bro. McGlashan’s suc- 
cess: and the former told me to-day 
that he considered the success of the 
enterprise secured. Our meetings have 
continued to increase in interest since 
Ilast wrote you. I cannot tell how 
many have really become pious; but 
we have had as many as thirty at a 
time arise to testify that they were de- 
termined in future to be on the Lord’s 
side. On one occasion seven, and on 
another sixteen, stood up for the same 
purpose. Last evening four, one after 
another rose and spoke with much feel- 
ing, earnestly requesting to be remem- 
bered in our prayers, that they might 
find pardon and peace. There have been 
some very interesting cases, two of 
which I will briefly notice. Mr. J. N.,. 
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a fine and noble looking young man, 
according to the statement of one who 
knew him, left Boston for this port, in 
the capacity, I believe, of amate; but, 
having been exposed, was taken down 
with small pox while on the passage. 
On the arrival of the ship he was placed 
in the Hospital, where it was thought 
he must die; and when it was supposed 
he was nearly, or quite gone, they mea- 
sured him for his coffin and brought it 
in, He was sensible of what they 
were doing, but could not speak or 
make any sign. But, sinneras he was, 
God, in mercy spared him. When 
able, he came to the Home, having lost 
one eye and the use of two fingers, with 
his face somewhat smoothed by being 
pared down with the surgeon’s lancet, 
and a slight covering of short new hair 
upon his head. He was so changed 
that an intimate friend did not know 
him. Soon as possible he shipped for 
home. During his stay, however, he 
was invited and went to the Bethel, 
where the Spirit of God brought him 
to see his lost condition, and to feel his 
need of a Sayiour. We supplied him 
with Tracts, and he left for Boston, 
lamenting that he could not stay 
to attend a meeting, for he felt as 
though God would bless him there. 
We encouraged him to look for salva- 
tion while on his voyage; and have not 
forgotten to pray that he may reach 
home rejoicing in his Saviour. If so, 
he will truly be as “a brand plucked 
out of the fire.” 

Mr. T. B. came to the Home an in- 
temperate man. When sober, he was 
intelligent and gentlemanly. On one 
occasion he drank so deeply, that in the 
night he became exceedingly ill, and 
thought he should die. He sent for a 
young man employed in the house and 
gave him the address of some of his 
friends, that certain children, to whom 
he had willed a little property in a 
foreign land, might come in possession 
of the same through the knowledge of 
his death. But he recovered, and was 
immediately invited to go to the Be- 
thel. He readily accepted of the invi- 
tation, and went with a resolution 
(such as he had often formed before, 
and as often violated) that he would 
break off from his intemperate habits. 
Though ignorant of his case, the chap- 
lain was led to remark, that no man, 


however powerful his intellect, could 
keep a resolution to reform from a sin- 
ful habit without Divine assistance; 
but he would be likely to yield to the 
first temptation. But if he would sin- 
cerely and earnestly pray to the Lord 
for help, and trust alone in Him, he 
would succeed, no matter how invyeter- 
ate his habit. Mr. B. was induced to 
try the efficacy of prayer, and to trust 
in God. He attended our meetings 
regularly, was successful, and finally 
went on his way rejoicing a temperate 
man bound for Rio, and, I trust, for a 
better land. 
L. C. Cuenry. 


———- > -- 


Providence, R. I. 
Rev. P. Hawkes, Chaplain. 


Provipencr, March 9, 1860. 

Dear Broruer :—I know it will be 
interesting to you and the friends of 
Christ in general, to learn that the 
Lord is favoring us at the Seamens’ 
Evangelical Bethel in this place, loca- 
ted at India Point, with a refreshing 
from his presence. 

Several within a few days past 
have given evidence that they have 
passed from death unto life, and others 
are anxiously enquiring, “ What shall 
I do to be saved?” And among these 
are found several of our seafaring 
friends. 

Our meetings, which are held every 
evening, are attended with great solem- 
nity, and many are deeply impressed. 
Pray for us that the word of the Lord 
may have free course and be glorified. 


Yours in Christ, 
P. Hawkes. 


Mobile Bay Floating Bethel. 

Rey. W. Spillman, M. D., has been 
appointed Chaplain and Physician to 
this important station, and entered on 
his duties early the present year. Mr. 
Spillman is highly recommended for his 
skillin medicine, andas an earnest deyo- 
ted preacher of the gospel. We trust 
that on this Bethel and Hospital ship, 
lives in peril may be saved, health re- 
stored, but above all, many a soul saved 
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from the perils of the second death. We 
commend this brother and his work 
to the prayers and benefactions of the 
friends of the sailor. 

The following is his card of invitation 
to sailors to the Bethel: 


Tue Berne Sup having undergone 
recent and thorough repairs, is now 
anchored near the middle of the fleet, 
in Mobile bay, for Divine Worship, and 
taking care of the sick and disabled. 

THe Cuapet will be-open for re- 
ligious services every Sabbath, where 
preaching may be expected at 104 
o’clock a.m., and 3 o’clock p.m. All 
who can are kindly and affectionately 
invited to attend at these hours. 

Tue Reaprne-Room recently estab- 
lished, will be well supplied with re- 
ligious and commercial papers. Open 
at all hours for visitors. 

Tue Hospirat is also ready for the 
reception of the sick. And such are 
assured that, by coming on board, they 
will receive proper medical and sur- 
gical attention, together with kind 
nursing. 

Calls will be made to patients on board 
their own vessels when desired. 


CHARGES. 
Hospital patients, per day,.....$1 00 
Visit to ship at anchor;........ 2 00 
In some special cases extra surgical 
fees will be required. ; 
W. Sprtiman, 
Chaplain and Physician. 
Mobile Bay, Ala., Jan., 1860. 


P. S.—Having known Dr. W. Spill- 
man as a physician for ten or fifteen 
years, we do not hesitate to state that 
his medical: and scientific attainments 
are of a high order, and that he is ca- 
pacitated to fill any office of trust and 
responsibility to which he may aspire. 
We cordially recommend him to all 
parties to whom his professional stand- 
ing or qualifications are a matter fof 
concern. 

W. L. Liescoms, M. D. 

J. W. Hopxrns, M. D. 

R. E. Lanter, M. D. 
Columbus, Miss., Sept., 23d, 1859. 


——— 28 
New York Port Society. 

We find the following appeal in one 

of our exchanges, and cheerfully give 
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it a place in our columns. The New 
York Port Society, having been estab- 
lished in April, 1818, is now forty-two 
years old. Although a local society, as 
its name imports, and specially desig- 
ned to operate upon seamen here, it 
has not only built up a flourishing 
church in this city, surrounding that 
church with other cognate and appro- 
priate influences, but has placed the 
leayen of the Gospel on board many of 
our ships of war and commerce, where 
it has worked with blessed results that 
have been extended over the sea, and 
carried to many other ports. It would 
be honorable to the Christians of this 
port, where this Society was estab- 
lished and has long been well and fa- 
yorably known, and especially to the 
Christian men of commerce here, if 
they would remove their debt at once. 

Is it not dishonorable to the piety of 
this age that so large debts should so 
long be permitted to cripple and em- 
barrass our benevolent institutions ? 
We may refer especially to the Ameri- 
can Board of Commissioners of Foreign 
Missions. ; 

So here is our own American Sea- 
men’s Friend Society, a National and 
Catholic Institution, standing on a 
union basis, which undertook, many 
years ago, to establish a Model Chris- 
tian Home for seamen—(where they 
might be exempt from the temptations 
and impositions to which they were 
exposed elsewhere, and might enjoy 
the domestic comforts and quiet acces- 
sible to other men; and which, what- 
ever imperfections and errors may have 
marred the enterprise, has been pro- 
ductive ofuntold good)—left tostruggie 
for years with a debt on this Home 
now amounting to $15,000, besides a 
floating debt of $5,000. 


Who will enable us to remove this 
indebtedness, and so to inerease the’ 
number of our Chaplains already 
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preaching to American seamen in so 
many of the more important ports of 
the world. 


AN APPEAL. 


In the purchase of the Mariner’s 
Church, corner of Madison and Catha- 
rine streets, the New York Port So- 
ciety incurred a debt of $20,000, one 
quarter of which was paid some time 
since, and the Directors have just ap- 
propriated $5,000 more for the same 
object, leaving the Treasury empty. 

The fact that over two hundred have 
been hopefully converted during the 
past year through this instrumentality, 
some of whom may be found on board 
fifteen ships in the U. S. Navy, where, 
in many instances, they have carried 
the daily prayer-meeting; while the 
Society sustains a faithful and efficient 
missionary, a flourishing Sabbath School 
and Bible class, a Reading-room, the 
Marine Temperance Society, number- 
ing more than 36,000 members, a loan 
library for seamen, a meeting for Nor- 
wegians, Swedes, Danes and Finns, will 
indicate the importance of sustaining 
an institution where the Gospel has 
been faithfully preached more than 
forty years, by such men as Rey. 
Ward Stafford, Rey. Henry Chase and 
now by Rey. Charles J. Jones, wha 
spent more than ten years of his life on 
the ocean as a practical sailor, giving 
him peculiar facilities for reaching the 
men of the sea, haying conversed, 
during three years of his ministry, 
with men born in eighty-nine different 
countries, and speaking thirty-eight 
different languages. 

Persons wishing to aid in sustaining 
the current expenses of the Church, or 
‘in paying the remaining $10,000 ofthe 
mortgage debt, may address L. P. 
Hubbard, Assistant-Treasurer, New 
York Port Society, Box No. 604, New 
York City. : 


The Land Sharks, 

It is well known that one of the 
most outrageous impositions on sailors 
in this city is practiced by the “ run- 
ners” of the low boarding-houses in 
connexion with the worst class of hack- 
men and cartmen, of boarding ships on 


their arrival, getting possession (with- 
out their knowledge or consent per- 
haps) of the sailor’s chests, and taking 
them to these vile houses, often dens 
of infamy. The sailor has no alterna- 
tive but to lose his baggage or follow 
it. He finds an exorbitant cartage 
which, perhaps, he cannot pay; his only 
way to save it is to stay with it, and | 
that is often at the loss of himself. 

We rejoice to know that strong pe- 
titions signed by the most respectable 
boarding-house keepers, ship owners 
and merchants, have gone up to the 
Legislature for a stringent law against 
this imposition. Such a one as has 
beensuccessfully enforced against “ emi- 
grant runners,” and has resulted in a 
general protection to the “ emigrants” 
against such frauds. We wish this 
effort all success. 


® 
Saduceeism, 

OR 
FINAL ANNIHILATION OF THE WICKED. 


A little book, bearing the above 
title, has been issued by the American 
Tract Society in Boston, from the pen 
of one of its Secretaries, Rey. I. P. 
Warren. 

The first part is a brief history of 
this delusive error, essentially the same 
in ancient and modern times. The 
second part is an ingenious and con- 
clusive argument in its overthrow. 
We commend it for the benefit of those 
inclining to this and kindred delusions. 


———-—— o<>__ 
Anniversary. 


The thirty-second anniversary meet- 
ing of the American Seamen’s Friend 
Society will be held Monday evening, 
May 7th. The place of meeting will 
be designated in the May number, and 
in the daily papers of the city. The 
friends of the cause are cordially in- 
yited to be present. 
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The Captain’s Opinion of a 
_ Library. 

TO THE CREW OF THE LIFE-BOAT. 

Youne Frrenps,—We give you here 
a captain’s description of the effect of 
one of your sea libraries. J wish the 
captain had given us the number of the 
library. Some who read this will 
know—well, they certainly will get 
pay for that library, when they learn 
that a sailor boy, far at sea, turned 
reader to the crew, and had an atten- 
tive audience every day. Who knows 
but that was the beginning of the sailor 
boy’s education for a preacher of the 
gospel; nay, if there was any gospel 
in the books he has already preached 
itas a“ Sea Missionary.” If “ kind 
-words neyer die,” these sea libraries 
never can, nor those kind acts of the 
children in sending them to the sailor. 

Boston, Feb. 20th, 1860, 

Cart. BartLtertT,—Dear Sir,—Hay- 
ing, through your kindness, received 
one of those neat and appropriate little 
libraries, gratuitously loaned by the 
“ Seaman’s Friend Society,” for the 
benefit of our class, I wish to thank 
you for having introduced the subject 
to me, and assisted me in procuring the 
same, 


When fairly entered upon our yoy- 
age, agreeably to my instructions to 


him, my first officer informed the sail- 
ors, who were nearly ali northern Ku- 
ropeans, and could read but poorly if 
at all, that they could at any time have a 
good book to read, each man receiving 
oneatatime. They at first appeared to 
fear that it was designed to cajole them 
into a course of religious reading, and 
I think it is inexpedient to attempt to 
force such matters upon sailors, there- 
fore on the passage out, which was one 
fraught with incident of various kinds, 
our libraries was not often visited by 
the fore-castle hands. 

On thelst day of December, 1859, 
we sailed from Glasgow for New York, 
we had one of “ our boys” in the fore- 
castle a constant reader, but rather ob- 
stinate in his adherence to the light 
trash in the form of cheap literature 
which floods our land, and is generally 
found in our forecastle, and often in 
the cabin also.. However, haying plenty 
of spare time, his stock on hand was 
soon exhausted, and he began to look 
quite attentively at our chaste little 
collection, and soon commenced reading 
aloud to his shipmates. 

From this time those really excellent 
and interesting little works were a 
drug no longer. ‘The sailors could 
brook no unnecessary delay on his part, 
drinking in the contents as they came 
from his lips with the utmost eager- 
ness, and, I trust, receiving a lasting 
benefit therefrom. Indeed those books 
were a blessing, truly appreciated by us 
all I believe. ‘The moral tendency of 
those tales is very strong, it cannot be 


254 LIFE BOAT. 


[April, 


PAPE PD ae Pag APPR RR a PR APRA PORE, a 


otherwise. I was surprised and pleased 
as I read, at the chastity and real Chris- 
tianity, blended with interesting scenes 
in life, just calculated to fix themselves 
on a sailor’s mind and to fill his heart. 
No works I haye seen could be more 
appropriate. They are not a tough- 


hearted class of men if you approach 3 


them in the proper direction. ’Tis of 
no use at first to present mysterious 
creeds or theological dogmas to them, 
but once gain their attention, and pre- 
sent true, vital Christianity to them, 
and act it towards them, and life 
would be yielded up before a hope in 
this manner obtained could be taken 
from their hearts. The good which 
might be promulgated by our youth 
in the fore-castle is incalculable; but 
where can the boy be found who, un- 
assisted, can make headway against the 
old, sodden vice which has so long been 
festering in the heart of an old sea-dog, 
during the ordinary course of his life ? 

But how simple an act, to read a 
few passages in explanation of an in- 
teresting picture (sailors are generally 
great lovers of pictures), a foothold is 
thus obtained, an interest awakened, 
and with God’s blessing, where will it 
cease? Are the countless prayers of 
those kind ones who have bestowed 
the dear gift upon us of no avail before 
our blessed Lord ? 

God forbid! May their prayers and 
their efforts never cease till the mer- 
cantile marine of our country is man- 
ned by honest, God-fearing people, 
from the commander to the cabin-boy, 
who, instead of degrading the name of 
Christianity by a code of morals assi- 
milated to the standard of every heath- 
en people with whom they meet, shall 
carry the truth abroad in its purity, as 
it was given to us by our great Master, 
our glorified Redeemer. I at first 
only intended writing you a few words 
of thanks, but I have proceeded almost 
at random, following my own thoughts 
till I see not much probability of find- 
ing a stopping place, for this is a grand 
subject if viewed in its bearings, and, 
perhaps, I have made myself tedious. 
I hope not, and if so, regret my in- 
ability to state my feelings on the sub- 
ject. There is need of able working 
men taking hold of the sailor’s cause, 
and looking after his temporal and 
spiritual welfare; in his case how nearly 


are the two allied. With great respect 
I remain yours very truly, 
Epwarp Boxer. 
Master, Bark “ Wyman.” 
a 
Responses from the Children. 

Weare glad that our young friends in 
the Sabbath School are beginning to 
lend efficient aid to the seaman’s cause. 
We haye received thirty dollars from 
the Hammond street Sabbath School in 
Bangor, Me. This money was raised 
to purchase a bosom pin, which a good 
lady had given to the Seamen’s Friend 
Society, because “she had nothing else 
to give.’ The children raised $30 
to purchase the pin, and returned it to 
the donor, giving the money for the 
seamen’s cause. 

In the 2d Congregational Society in 
Dorchester, Mass., the “ litile girls” got ~ 
up a Christmas fair and raised one hun- 
dred and thirty dollars for Seamen’s Libra- 
ries. The libraries are now at sea in 
the hands of Christian sailors. In due 
time we trust that we shall hear good 
tidings from them, and that our little 
friends in Dorchester will feel them- 
selves abundantly rewarded for their 
generous aid in the good work. 

During the last summer a Juvenile 
Sabbath School Class in Peacham, Vt., 
raised $10 for a sea mission. The li- 
brary was sent to sea in the hands of 
a poor sailor, from whom we have just 
received the following letter, directed 
to Capt. Bartlett, Missionary to Sea- 
men in Boston. We trust the letter 
will encourage other Sabbath School 
classes to send us the means of pro- 
curing a.seamen’s library. More libra- 
ries are urgently called for as the 
spring opens. 

Boston, March 2, 1860. 
Dear Sir: “ 

[ have been much interested in read- 
ing the books contained in the library 
you were so kind as to put on board 
our ship, and I feel that [ haye been 
greatly benefited by them in my en- 
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deayors to follow the footsteps of 
my Redeemer. * * * J was much 
surprised that such profane men as 
some of my shipmates were could find 
anything to interest them in such 
books. But every afternoon watch be- 
low, they would each take a book from 
the library, and after reading it, I 
could see by their comments that they 
had been interested, and sometimes 
impressed with what they had read. 
The kecks were read eagerly by our 
officers also, to whom we loaned them 
after we had read them ourselves, and 
our second mate was so interested in 
some of them, that I have seen him in 
the middle watch, of a calm night, 
reading by the light thrown from the 
binnacle. I feel that we can never ex- 
press our gratitude to the Christian 
friends who are interesting themselves 
in the salvation of the men of the sea. 
In another letter, he says: “ from be- 
ing one of the most hardened and wick- 
ed of the peculiar class to which I be- 
long, (having labored zealously in the 
service of Satan in almost every part 
of the earth), Ithank God he has re- 
moved the scales from my eyes, and 
put a new song in my mouth, and hay- 
ing consecrated my whole future life 
to his service, I hope to go forth in 
the strength of the Lord, declaring his 
mercy to all the world.” 

(Lib. 66.) Wet saedis 


—_—_—— 


A Heroic Little Girl, 


A heroic little girl, says a Norfolk,Va. 
paper, a few days since proved herselfa 
worthy compeer of the famous Grace 
Darling. The story is this, and the 
name of Louisa Hudgins deserves a 
place on the page of history beside 
that of the noble maid of Eddystone 
Lighthouse : 

It appears that a few days ago, while 
the weather was quite cold, and the 
wind blowing quite a gale, a small sail- 
boat was seen approaching the Mat- 
thews shore. When about one hun- 
dred yards off, a squall of wind cap- 
sized the frail bark, and one of the men 
was thrown headlong into the angry 
billows. This accident was witnessed 
by little Louisa Hudgins, who was at 
the moment watching the approaching 
boat from her father’s window, when 
she saw the struggling form of a man 


in the water. She rushed hastily from 
the house to the shore, divested her- 
self of her shoes and hose, and waded 
out to a canoe which was secured to 
a stake a short distance from the 
shore. This she hastily paddled to the 
relief of the drowning man, and reach- 
ed him in time to save his life. She 
then, with the assistance of the other 
man, succeeded in getting him into 
the boat, and paddled him safely 
to the shore. We understand that 
when she reached the shore and found 
herself without bonnet, shoes, aud 
stockings, her maidenly modesty, 
which had been overcome by her he- 
roism, returned, and she blushed scar- 
let. But she had no need to be asham- 
ed; the deed was a noble one, worthy 
of a Spartan mother! and we take 
great pleasure in chronicling it. 
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“If I Had Minded my Mother.” 


I went a few weeks since into a jail to 
see a young man who had once been a 
Sabbath-school scholar. 

The keeper took a large bunch of 
keys and led us through the long, 
gloomy halls, unlocking one door after 
another, until at length he opened the 
door of the room where sat the young 
man we had come to see. The walls 
of the room were of coarse stone, the 
floor of thick plank, and before the 
windows were strong iron bars. 

Without, all was beautiful; the green 
fields, the sweet flowers, and the sing- 
ing birds were as lovely as ever; but 
this young man could enjoy none of 
these—no, never again could he go out, 
for he was condemned to death! Yes, 
he had killed a man, and now he him- 
self must die. -Think of it, only twen- 
ty years old, and yet a murderer ! 

Isat down beside him and talked 
with him. “Oh,” said he, as the tears 
rolled down his cheeks, “I did not 
mean to do it, but I was drunk: then 
I got angry, and before I knew what I 
was about, I killed him! Oh, if I had 
minded what my Sabbath-school teach- 
er said, if I had minded my mother, I 
should never have come to this—I 
should have never been here !” 

It would make your heart sore, as it 
did mine, to see and talk with him. 
Once he was a happy, playful child 


_ like you; now he is a poor, condemned 
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young man, He did not mind his mo- 
ther, did not govern his temper, and as 
he grew older he went with bad boys, 
who taught him bad habits; and he 
became worse and worse, until, as he 
said, when drunk, he killed a man; 
and now, after a few weeks, he must 
suffer the dreadful penalty. 

As I left him he said: 

“Will you not pray for me ?” and 
he added, “oh !-tell boys everywhere 
to mind their mothers, and keep away 
from bad companions.” 

<9 <——$___—___— 

“J tell you,” said old Capt. Pay 
is of very little use to try to do any- 
thing for sailors. I know, for I have 
followed the sea all my life. They are 
a careless, reckless, drunken set, and 
the better you use them the worse 
they are. The only way to get along 
with any comfort, is to have a mate 
that can take care of them. There is 
Capt. who sailed yesterday in 
the , if he does not have trouble 
with his crew, 1 am mistaken. His 
first officer, they say, is a clever little 
fellow, but what can he do’ with that 
crew, especially with that big stout 
fellow that went on board drunk, and 
came near getting up a mutiny before 
the vessel got out of the dock? By 
the way, I am told that Mr. M.put on 
board that vessel a library that cost 
$10 00—the money might just as well 
haye been thrown into the dock. Some 
of the men may possibly read, but they 
will be much more likely to steal the 
books and carry them on shore the 
first chance they get and sell them for 
rum, or tear them up to light their 
pipes with” * * * §So thought 
the old Captain. 

He had been a good seaman. He 
knew all the ropes and how to handle 
them. But as to the management of 
sailors, had he got the right “ hitch 2” 
perhaps not. 

It is now weeks since the yes- 
sel above referred to left this port. 
Six of the crew have written back, all 
in the same excellent spirit. The big 
. stout fellow from whom so much trou- 
ble was anticipated, writes as follows : 

“ We had a very fine passage out 
here. The ——-— is a very good ship, 
andas for the officers no man could 
wish for better. I am also happy to 
inform you that on the —th all hands 
went to the Bethel _—_——, and that 
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some of our crew, including myself, 
have taken the total abstinence pledge. 
I hope I shall be forgiven for the dis- 
graceful way in which I left Portland, 


‘for I tell you this, if my Maker spares ff 
my life to get back to Portland, I trust ff 


Fd 


through his grace, you will find me a 
changed man.. * .*. * .. We haye 
great happiness in reading the books 


- from the beautiful library we were ho- 


nored with. * * * We shall all 
feel forever thankful, and we all hope 
that God will enable us to return back 
to Portland that we may express our 
thanks personally.” 


Was the old captain right ? or was 


he wrong ? Sag cee MI: 
—Christian Mirror. . 
—____<3- 9 @—— = 


The Little Angel. 


A gentleman in the neighborhood of 
London was once induced to visit a 
poor woman who was sick. When he 
entered the room, he perceived a little 
girl kneeling at her bedside, who im- 
mediately withdrew. On inquiring 
who the child was, the sick woman re- 
plied, “ Oh! Sir, it is a little angel 
who frequently comes to read the 


Scriptures tome to my great comfort, — 


and has just now given me sixpence.”’ 
On further inquiry, he found she was 
one of the girls belonging to a neigh- 
boring Sunday-school. He took an 
opportunity afterwards of questioning 
this child as to the reason of her con- 


duct, when she answered: “ Because, — 


Sir, I find it said in the Bible, ‘ that 
pure religion and undefiled before God 
and the Father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows in their aftlic- 
tion.’ ” iv 
Oe 
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